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The IEEE Awards Program 
Lewis Terman 
IEEE Awards Board Chair 
Region 8 Meeting 
April 20-21, 2013 
Madrid, Spain 
 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/12/Madrid_Royal_Palace_at_Night.JPG


1
2
-C

R
S
-0

1
0
6
 1

2
/1

2
  

Topics 

 

• Why Awards are important 

 

• Objectives of the IEEE Awards Program 

 

• The IEEE Awards Hierarchy 

 

• We need your support and activity 

 

• What you can be doing…. 
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IEEE Awards are Important 

• Honor those who discover, develop and deliver the key 
advances in technology  
 

• Recognize innovations, influence and impact 
 

• Celebrate accomplishments 
 

• Provide the highest level of peer recognition 
 

• Inspire excellence          Create Role Models 
 
 

To recognize the Giants, and their impact,   
upon whose shoulders the next generation 
 of Giants will stand to see even further…. 
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Objectives 

 

• Have a portfolio of awards which, as a whole, covers the 
current IEEE Fields of Interest,  and  provides timely 
recognition of outstanding advances  

 

• Secure a solid flow of qualified nominees, and ensure that 
those who should be nominated are nominated 

 

• Create and/or discontinue awards as appropriate 

 

• Ensure continued funding for awards 

 

• Increase recognition of IEEE and its Awards through 
appropriate presentations and public visibility efforts.  
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IEEE Awards Hierarchy 

• Medal of Honor 

• Medals 

• Technical Field Awards, Joint IEEE Awards with National 
Societies,  IEEE Recognitions 
 

NOTE: Every year, on behalf of the IEEE Board of Directors, the 
Awards Board and its 500+ volunteers handle the evaluation, 
selection, and presentation of more than 60 awards 

 

• Major Board, Region and Division, Society and Technical 
Council Awards 

• Technical Conference Awards 

• Area, Geographical Council or Conference Section, Chapter 
Awards 

• Student Branch, and Student Branch Chapter Awards 
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1000 + 

??? 

6 



1
2
-C

R
S
-0

1
0
6
 1

2
/1

2
  

 Many IEEE Awards 

• Overall, there are more than 1000 IEEE Awards 

– Not including Fellows 

 

• The Awards Board administers the highest IEEE 
awards in the overall portfolio that are presented 
on behalf of the BoD: 

– 16 Medals (including the Medal of Honor) 

– 34 Technical Field Awards (TFAs) 

– 10 Recognitions  

• Service Awards  

• Prize Paper Awards  

• Corporate Recognitions  

• JANS, Honorary Membership 
7 
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Every year…. 

• There are about 60+ recipients of 
IEEE’s highest awards from ~ 350 
nominations annually 

 

• Each year, there are ~ 1,000 Fellow 
nominations, with ~300 successful 
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Nominate!! 

• Use an previous nonmiantion as a b 

NOMINATE!! 
(It’s 
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What… Me 

NOMINATE??? 
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Oh…I am too Humble to nominate… 
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What you can do…. 

• You ALL know someone who is qualified and who 
should be nominated for an award in the IEEE 
Awad hierarchy  

 

Society/Council Award recipients 
  

Technical Field Award recipients 
 

   Potential candidates for an IEEE Medal 
 

 Use existing nominations as the foundation for 
the new nomination 

 

 And… a Fellow nomination can serve as the 
base for any of these awards.  
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The Message… 
 

NOMINATE!! 
 

REMEMBER… 
 

• Once there is a nomination at one level in the hierarchy, a 
nomination at the next level up becomes much easier 
 

 
• A Fellow nomination forms the basis for IEEE TFA or Medal 

nominations 
– There are approximately 6,800 IEEE Fellows => a large 

pool of potential award candidates  
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There is assistance available 
… 

Some important URLS: 
 

• IEEE awards list/descriptions 
 
http://www.ieee.org/about/awards 
 
http://www.ieee.org/about/awards/medals 
 
http://www.ieee.org/about/awards/tfas 
 
http://www.ieee.org/about/awards/recognitions 
 

• IEEE Awards Recipient Data Base:   
 
http://www.ieee.org/about/awards/awards search.pdf 
 
 Right click – insert name in field in upper right corner 
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Deadlines –> IEEE Awards 

presented on behalf of the BoD 

• TFAs          31 January  

• Medals         1 July  

• Recognitions (Service Awards  

 Corporate Recognitions, Prize Papers) 1 July  

• Prize Papers        1 July 

• Fellowship, Scholarship    15 November  
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Underway:   
IEEE-wide review of Awards  

• Holistic analysis of awards and recognitions across IEEE 
began in the 4th quarter of 2012 

 

• Objective:  to identify best practices/recommendations for 
enhancing the prestige and visibility of the overall IEEE 
Awards Program 

 

• Currently in the discovery phase: 

– Meetings with staff and volunteers who support awards 
activities across IEEE to gather information on: 

• Nomination processes, selection committee activities, 
evaluation processes, presentations, funding 
 

• Preliminary results    possibly by year end 

16 4/21/2013 16 
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An Awards Survey  

 

• To supplement the IEEE-Wide Awards Study 
  

• Think about: 

– Does the IEEE-Level Award portfolio 
adequately cover the IEEE Fields of Interest? 

– Your view of the overall IEEE Awards Program? 
 

• A survey will be forthcoming in the near future 

17 4/21/2013 17 
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In Summary… 

 

You can nominate someone for an IEEE-
Level Award!!  

 

 The Awards Program is essential to IEEE’s 
core purpose: 

 

 To foster technological  
innovation and excellence  

for the benefit of humanity 
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Make a 

nomination, 

Luke ! 
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Hacer una 
nominación,  

Lucas! 
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IEEE Fellow Nominations 

 
Lew Terman 

Region 8 Meeting 
April 20-21, 2013 

Madrid, Spain 
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IEEE Fellow Nominations 
 

Work with the nominee 
– Get the nominee’s CV 
– Get a list of publications and patents 
– Talk, exchange emails, INTERACT!! 

• Leave yourself enough time 
– Deadline is March 1 
– Fellows nominations are done online 

• Line up references early 
– They may have suggestions… 

• Results announced after the November IEEE BoD 
meeting 
 

…FYI, Fellow and IEEE-level award nominations are 
similar 
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The nomination form… 

…is only 4 pages! 
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Page 2 Page 1 

 6b. Nominees most distinctive  

and important contributions 

(max. 750 words) 

1. Nominee Information 

2. Education 

3. Professional History 

4. Proposed Citation 

5. Nominator information 

a) Application Engineer/Practitioner 

b) Educator  c) Research Eng./Scientist   

d) Technical Leader  

 6a.  Relationship: how you 

PERSONALLY became aware of  

accomplishments (max. 100 words)  

 Contribution Category:  

For a FELLOW nomination….. 
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Page 4 Page 3 

7.  Supporting Evidence: 

• Papers 

• Presentations 

• Patents 

• Programs 

• Products 

• Pedagogy 

• Pilotage (Leadership) 

In two sections: 

• The 3 most important 

• Up to 10 more 

Max 1000 words 

8. IEEE Awards, Offices Held,  

Committees, etc. 

9. Non-IEEE Activities,  

    Awards, etc. 

10. References 

      IEEE Fellows  

      Min 5, Max 8 

11. Endorsements 

      IEEE Section, Chapter,  

      Committee,  

      non-IEEE individuals 
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Page 5 

12. Which Society/Council to 

evaluate? 
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Go For It !! 

 

Do It!! 

http://www.ieee.org/membership_services/membership/fellows/index.html 

http://www.ieee.org/membership_services/membership/fellows/fellows_list.html 

FELLOWS PAGE – Google “IEEE Fellows” 

FELLOWS LIST – Google “IEEE Fellows List” 
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Questions? 
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