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IEEE R8 EASC 2010 Report – Riga R8 Committee Meeting
1.1 Major EASC objectives
· Pre-University education activities – To inform the Sections on available IEEE EAB programs and support those wanted to implement them. Supporting Macedonia Section and its involvement on Summer Campus Roboteka and possible extension to neighbour Sections.
· Continuing education – Increase the number of Sections/Chapters using ExpertNow and Technical English Programs. Continue to participate on ICED initiative.
1.2 EASC organisation
· João Costa Freire - Pre-University Activities, ICED and Technical English
· Bakr Hassan - Pre-University Activities and ICED

· Saurabh Sinha – Pre-University Activities

· Andreas Luxa – ICED

· Maciek Ogorzałek – ExpertNow

· Okyay Kaynak - ExpertNow
1.3 EASC activities

On Pre-university education

·  Teacher In-Service Program Training (TISP)  (Bakr Hassan, Saurabh Sinha  and João Costa Freire)

· A TISP event hosted in Lusaka, Zambia 24-25 September is being organized. We expect 60 delegates (50 IEEE members and rest from education departments). Already confirmed attendees from 6 Southern and Eastern African countries: Uganda, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland and Zambia. At least individuals from Zimbabwe are also expected to attend this event. The event cost is supported by IEEE EAB.
· We are supporting the implementation at least in three new Sections. Discussions with Saudi Arabia, Portugal and Spain Sections Education Chapters to implement the program with the support of EASC will continue. One of the difficulties we are facing now is the lack of IEEE volunteers to implement the program.

· TryEngineering (João Costa Freire, Saurabh Sinha and Bakr Hassan)

· A survey on existing activities on knowledge of engineering careers by pre-university students on Region 8 countries and information of this IEEE program was sent to all R8 Section Chairs last year. Feedback from Sections is needed. Up to now only 6 out of 58 Sections have answered, and only two completely. The same information was recently resent to the 18 known Section’s EA Officers.
· Up to now, only Sections with interest in the translation of the lessons to Arabic and Italian were detected.

· Engineering Projects in Community Service (EPICS) (Saurabh Sinha)

The IEEE EPICS-High initiative proposal to IEEE NIC was just approved by the IEEE BoD. It is seen and can be executed as an IEEE pre-university education effort, which will engage IEEE Sections from different Regions including 4 from Region 8: Botswana Sub-section (George Anderson); Israel Section (Ofer Barnea); South Africa Section (Saurabh Sinha); Zambia Section (Reuben Munungwe) 
· Summer Campus (João Costa Freire)

Support to Macedonia Section participation at a summer campus at Macedonia for students aged from 10 to 16 from Balkan countries to promote robotics and computer engineering careers.
On Continuing Education

· ICED (Bakr Hassan, Andreas Luxa and João Costa Freire)

We are cooperating with IRSC on the Industry Continuing Education Development (ICED) initiative leaded by Ghaleb Al-Dandan.

· ExpertNow (Maciek Ogorzałek and Okyay Kaynak)

The identification of useful subjects for R8 members to be included on future ExpertNow will be analysed. Information on this program will be sent to Sections/Chapters. Their support is needed.

· Technical English (João Costa Freire)

Support Sections that want to implement this program. Following the Russian experience, started 2007, Hungary had already started this year its implementation. First meetings schedule for spring semester.
Additional EAB events in Region 8 planned for 2010
· On Sunday 26 September, after the TISP event, EAB CGAA (Accreditation Committee) also holds a meeting in Lusaka, Zambia. Moshe Kam the chair of CGAA will lead the meeting.

1.4 EASC major challenges

· The necessary feedback from Sections is very limited up to now.
· To implement locally one program is being difficult to recruit volunteers.[image: image2.png]&

o  Networking the World™
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