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IEEE R8 Standards Coordinator Report May 2010
Goals and status
The major tasks assigned to the IEEE R8 Standards Coordinator for 2009, with the current status, are summarized below.

Standards education

Goal

Provide educational content about IEEE standard, both about the process, for example the inclusion of patented technology in standards, and also about the various standards themselves. (Collaboration with IEEE Standards Education Committee (SEC))

Encourage IEEE R8 students and faculty mentors to apply for IEEE SEC mini-grants program to help with graduate and capstone design projects with an industry standards component. The IEEE then publishes the results as a Student Application Paper. (Collaboration with Student Activities)

Status

Provide educational content

This is being provided mainly through standards tracks at major IEEE R8 conferences (see below). In addition to this I will look for other opportunities to cooperate with local sections to provide standards workshops similar to the one that took place in South Africa last year.

Student Application Papers

The next deadline for Student Application Paper mini-grant applications is 15th June 2010 and promotion will be through the IEEE R8 Standards web site, IEEE R8 news and working with the Student Activities.

Student and GOLD congress 2010

I propose a presence at the IEEE R8 Student and GOLD congress 2010 and, similar to the 2008 congress, I propose to do this in collaboration with the IEEE SEC. 
Standards speakers and tracks at conferences

Goals

Arrange both individual speakers on standards and/or whole standards tracks at major IEEE R8 conferences. Collaborate with SEC to arrange workshops on standards such as IEEE 802 in parallel with conferences.

Continue to collaborate with SEC to pilot the new ‘Standards Education Speaker’s Bureau’ in R8 which will be similar to the existing Distinguished Lecturer program run by societies.
Status

MELECON 2010
A standards track titled ‘Demystifying IEEE 802 Standards’ co-sponsored by IEEE R8, IEEE-SA and the IEEE Standards Education Committee is being run at MELECON 2010 providing an overview of the IEEE Standards Association and IEEE 802 standards with an emphasis on wireless.

ENERGYCON 2010

The IEEE-SA has agreed to provide a full day standards track as part of the conference. As such this is now being managed by IEEE-SA International Standards Programs staff and my only role is to monitor, and provide assistance when needed.

AFRICON 2011
Progressing request for a re-run of the standards workshop provided to South Africa section last year (see SESB item below).

Standards Education Speaker’s Bureau (SESB)
The SESB is to continue in pilot mode this year with the IEEE SEC continuing to work on defining its operation.

The IEEE-SA, thorough its SESB budget, and IEEE R8, jointly funded a successful one day Standards Workshop for the South Africa section last autumn. I have received a request to re-run this event at AFRICON 2011 which I will progress.

Other opportunities
In addition the above I will continue to look for other opportunities to cooperate with the SESB.

Industry participation

Goals

Encourage IEEE R8 industry participation in new standards development especially end users sector to influence the standards with their requirements. Continue to work with IEEE-SA staff to ensure including standards activities in the MoUs and MoAs with industry Continue working with IEEE-SA to support Energy Industry Collaboration Program and EnergyCon2010 by getting IEEE-SA more involved in such important activities.

Status

MOU

IEEE-SA staff has received and reviewed MOU text used in the past and are happy to cooperate in future MOUs as they are progressed. 

ENERGYCOM 2010

See above under ‘standards speakers and tracks at conferences’.
Other opportunities

Promote IEEE-SA activities that are taking place in IEEE R8. 
The IEEE 802.1 and IEEE 802.3 Working Groups are both holding interim meetings, as well as an associated joint ITU/IEEE-SA workshop on the future of Ethernet, in Geneva at the end of May that are free to attend.

The IEEE-SA Standards Board is holding its September Standards Board series in Berlin hosted by Siemens brining the both the IEEE-SA staff and volunteer leadership to IEEE R8. I am going to investigate the opportunities this might provide.
