Education Activities Sub-Committee (EASC) report for Lisbon R8 Meeting

The sub-committee is supporting activities at the following areas. On each task we present the champions.
1 - Pre-university education activities: 

Teacher In-Service Program Training (TISP)  (Fanny Klett, Bakr Hassan and João Costa Freire)
Updated data on TISP Program was sent to all Section Chairs asking for their interest in starting locally a program.

We are trying to support the organization of at least two events on Region 8 in 2010. Already actions in Portugal and the Gulf Area (most possible venue for this event is UAE or Egypt) were made. Discussions with Saudi and Portugal Section Education Chapters to implement the program with the support of EASC already started.
Tanzania Sub-Section show interest on the program and will present a proposal asap.

J. Costa Freire will present the IEEE Pre-University Education Activities during a Meeting on Education for Science (ENEC 2009, Castelo Branco, Portugal, September 24-26) and a workshop demonstration of Try-Engineering will be carried by Portugal Section Education Chapter and Castelo Branco Polytechnic Institute Student Branch. The meeting is attended mainly by Experts on Education for Science and Secondary School Teachers from Portugal and Spain.
TryEngineering (João Costa Freire and Bakr Hassan)
A survey on existing activities on knowledge of engineering careers by pre-university students on Region 8 countries and information of this IEEE program was sent to all R8 Section Chairs. Feedback form Sections is needed.
Only few show interest on the subjected up to now (7). Italy and Saudi Arabia Section are helping on identifying professional translators to Italian and Arabic, respectively. 
2 - Continuing Education Program: 

ICED (Bakr Hassan)
We are cooperating with IRSC on the Industry Continuing Education Development (ICED) initiative leaded by TAC Rami Mushcab. A Seed Grant was recently approved by IEEE New Initiatives. 
IEEE Education Partners Program (Andrzej Pacut and Bakr Hassan)
The IEEE Educational Activities has a partnership with academia and corporations to give to IEEE members an easier access to effective training resources. The current list of Partners includes 14 academic institutions and 27 corporations (including corporations of educational institutions). The IEEE offers a 10% reduction of the fees to the courses offered by the participating institutions, thus making the access to these courses more popular. 

However, no academic institutions from Region 8 are partners and among the corporate partners, the only representatives of R8 seem to be ASK PC which is based in Egypt and has its branches in USA and UK (IT training, Informations Systems Security), and British Standards Institute (which has its branches in many both R8 and non-R8 countries). Also, EMCR Academic Alliance program, being in the IEEE Partners Program, has its member institutions in 7 R8 countries.

This situation certainly does not reflects the current potential of R8 countries. The inclusion of high quality educational providers from Region 8 will leads to a better coverage of our Region members’ needs. An activity towards changing this situation is important. However, this is conditioned by the procedures the Partners are included into the program. A discussion within the SC will concentrate on the need and ways of better specifications of the conditions imposed on potential partners. At present, the review of a potential partner must be paid in advance while the requirements are not clearly specified, what may put off prospective partners.

A letter will be sent to Section Chairs to identify potential partners in their area – both academic and corporate. It can be sent to potential partners an invitation to take part on the program.   
The IEEE Education Chapter in Saudi Arabia already has a good working relationship with KFUPM a leading university in the area and the world. We will use this relationship to develop a formal partnership, if possible. We will also work with other universities like Ahlia University in Bahrain and other universities in the Gulf to assess the possibility of joining the program,.
ExpertNow (João Costa Freire)
The identification of useful subjects for R8 members to be included on future ExpertNow is under study. Sections/Chapters support is needed.
3 - Accreditation (Andrzej Pacut)
A letter to the Section Chairs will be sent to identify the accreditation bodies within the respective countries; (b) to introduce a procedure to make the decisions of the considered accreditation bodies’ equivalent to those based on IEEE accreditation policy; and (c) to list the locally accredited universities. At present, accreditation bodies of only 20 countries have been identified by IEEE (Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Russia, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, and United Kingdom), so the list is by no means complete. Moreover, only one institution for a country is listed, while others may exist. A request will be sent to Section Chairs to provide (confirm, supplement) the information about accreditation bodies, find whether the accreditation is voluntary or regulated by the law, and if there is a need for a cooperation with IEEE EAB Committee on Global Accreditation Activities.  

4 - Education related Awards (Andrzej Pacut)
Suggestions of new education-related actions and awards will be passed on to the appropriate R8 committees. This includes a review of student tracks in R8 conferences and student-organized workshops within R8. This may also include an exchange of experience between the organizers of those meetings. The shape and contents of student-organized conferences may carry-on high educational aspect that elevates the role of conferences and increases their participation.
As a general comment, since our goal is to serve our members in a very large and very diverse region, in what concern culture and technical development, we strongly need the support of the Section Chairs and Chapters. Accordingly, please answer to our messages. If the activity or program is of less importance to your Section/Chapter, please just tell us, and don’t let us without any answer. Your comments and suggestions are more than welcomed, are needed.
