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IEEE R8 Standards Coordinator Report April 2009

Goals and status
The major tasks assigned to the IEEE R8 Standards Coordinator for 2009, with the current status, are summarized below.

Educational content

 Provide educational content about IEEE standard, both about the process and also about the various standards themselves. (Collaboration with IEEE Standards Education Committee (SEC)). 

Information about the IEEE Standards Education Committee, and in particular the IEEE Standards Education website where the tutorials, Student application Papers and other information can be obtained, has been added to the IEEE R8 web site in the standards area.

Student Application Papers
Encourage R8 students and faculty mentors to apply for IEEE SEC mini-grants program to help with graduate and capstone design projects with an industry standards component. The IEEE then publishes the results as a Student Application Paper. (Collaboration with Student Activities Vice Chair (SAVC)). 

Information about applying for mini-grants has been added to the IEEE R8 web site in the standards area. An article in a future IEEE R8 News is planned and I will be working with the IEEE SEC program manager to develop this.

Standards speakers and tracks at conferences
Arrange both individual speakers on standards and/or whole standards tracks at one of major R8 conferences EUROCON & AFRICON 2009. Collaborate with SEC to arrange workshops on Standards such as IEEE 802 in parallel with conferences.

The IEEE SEC is currently working on a proposal to run a full day IEEE 802 workshop at GLOBECOM 2009. The proposed workshop would provide a full day of immersion into the world of IEEE 802 Standards and cover each of the working groups developing standards in both the wired and wireless areas/fields. The workshop would also walk attendees through the standards development process, and include an important discussion on intellectual property issues. A panel discussion on the Value of Standards would conclude the day and allow time for an open question and answer period.

Considering the timescales involved, and that GLOBECOM 2009 takes place at the beginning of December, the IEEE SEC would like to investigate the possibility of repeating this workshop in some form at MELECON 2010. Members of the SEC should be in contact with the IEEE R8 Conference Coordination Sub Committee shortly.

Standards Lecturer Program 

Collaborate with SEC to pilot a new ‘Standards Lecturer Program’ in R8 which will be similar to the existing Distinguished Lecturer program run by societies.

Work on setting up the ‘Standards Lecturer Program’ has now been started. The activity will be know as the 'Standards Education Speaker’s Bureau' and is being lead by the IEEE-SA in cooperation with the IEEE SEC.
Industry participation

Encourage R8 industry participation in new standards development especially end users sector to influence the standards with their requirements.

Approach large industrial companies in R8 via Section IRO to identify a Standards Representative for further collaboration with IEEE and other standards.

An overview slide set on IEEE Standards has been developed by the IEEE-SA that is available for use in IEEE R8.

Energy Industry Collaboration

Continue to work with IEEE-SA staff to ensure including standards activities in the MoUs and MoAs with industry Continue working with IEEE-SA to support Energy Industry Collaboration Program and EnergyCon2010 by getting IEEE-SA more involved in such important activities.

This activity relates to a number of actions items that were developed during a joint meeting between IEEE R8 Industry Relations and the IEEE-SA in Geneva last summer. A conference call is has been arranged for Wednesday 1st April to receive an update on these activities.

