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VCF 2008 Results

In 2008, the job of the VCF Coordinator was quite simple.

We had very few requests for travel grants: only 15 instead of more than 55 last year.

Although there was less money for funding in 2008, it was possible to agree to 13 of them. For the 2 last requests, even after writing some e-mails, I never received an answer with the agreement of the Section Chair.

The VCF requests agreed in 2008 represent an amount of 10 700 USD, which is low comparing to the 20 500 USD of last year and which is lower that the amount forecasted for year 2008.

The last expenses proofs were received only in January, which is normal for a conference held in mid-December.

The requests which were agreed came:

· 1 from Bulgaria

· 1 from Macedonia

· 1 from Swaziland

· 1 from Turkey

· 2 from Belarus

· 2 from Iran

· 2 from South Africa

· 3 from Ukraine

Each one of them was for a different conference, which was not the case last year.

With Eurocon 2009 in Saint Petersburg, the requests may be more numerous.

There was only one request for All Magazine Package. To agree with it I needed to get a formal signature from somebody, but the Student Branch was settled in a country without a Section Chair. I did not get any assurance about the request. This will be addressed this year.

New developments
This same problem of Section Chair arose also with a travel grant, it was solved by getting the agreement from a member of the R8 OPCOM. I think this should be the rule for those cases.

It will be more clearly explained on the Web.

The new VCF Expenses Form, which is a simplified form of the Expenses Form of Region8, is working quite well. For this year, I shall add a first sheet with the guideline of the report requested about the attending of the conference.
With the file received from Vlatko Stoilkov, R8 has the full knowledge of 3 years of records of the VCF grants.
