Educational Activities Sub-Committee
EASC has held two teleconferences and one face-to-face meeting since the Sofia R8 Committee Meeting. The work of the Committee this year has focussed on the Motions approved by the R8 Committee at its Belgrade meeting in October 2006. Task Forces were appointed to investigate the implementation of the goals specified in those motions, under the following headings:

Accreditation

The very wide diversity of educational systems in R8 influenced the Task Force to begin its study in Europe, where a number of agencies, including FEANI and SEFI, have compiled extensive data on engineering education and accrediting bodies for many years. The current scope of these data is mostly restricted to Western Europe, with some exceptions. From the data it is possible to obtain details of which engineering programs have been accredited in specific countries, e.g. UK, France, Ireland, etc. Only first degree programs are listed. It remains to be decided whether there is sufficient potential benefit for IEEE members to consider the development of a classification system for masters programs in R8.
ExpertNow (Continuing Education)
The Task Force was asked to explore the possible use of the IEEE ExpertNow modules as a new R8 resource for continuing education. The modules which are an entirely new EAB product, have attracted wide praise for their quality and highly professional presentation style. Over 70 modules across a wide range of technical subjects are currently available and several users in R8 have taken advantage of the free pilot offer from EAB, open for the remainder of 2007. EASC has decided to urge all Sections to apply for at least one module to show to groups of members at Section, Chapter, or Student Branch meetings. Experience with the first generation of modules has shown that it is advantageous to use a local expert to help with the presentation.
Pre-University Activities and Open Source Materials
The main activity in R8 this year will be the EAB Conference to be held in Munich in November 2007 on the subject ‘Meeting the Growing Demand for Engineers and their Educators’, in which EASC is a contributing partner. In addition, the Task Force has been assessing the value of the TryEngineering website to people in Region 8. During the past 12 months this website has become available in several languages, and now lists hundreds of educational programs in engineering in the countries of R8. The availability of free resources for teachers and students, including lesson plans, has also been investigated. The differences between the school systems in Europe and North America are seen to be a significant factor in impeding the use of IEEE generated materials and the introduction of support schemes for science and technology teaching in schools. EASC is drawing up recommendations on how these problems might be overcome.
Educational Activities at Section Level.

EASC wants to promote more educational activities at the local level, through Sections, Chapters and Student Branches. All Sections have been asked to appoint an education officer, who would normally be the Chair of the Section’s Education Society Chapter. In Region 8 there are many academic members of IEEE, so there is a reasonable expectation that education activities would form part of the Section’s technical program. In fact, the evidence shows that there is great potential for expansion in this area, particularly if more EdSoc Chapters become involved with Sections. EAB held a Section Outreach meeting in June to try to stimulate more activity in the Sections.
Other topics

The EASC website will be expanded shortly, providing many more links to IEEE’s educational resources.

Proposals to the IEEE New Initiatives Committee are being considered, including one on Standards Education.
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