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MANUEL CASTRO 
Candidate for IEEE Region 8 Vice Chair for Member Activities
BIOGRAPHY
Manuel Castro (M’87–SM’94–F’08) received Industrial Engineering degree and Ph.D. from the ETSII/UPM, Spain. He received the Extraordinary Doctoral Award and the Viesgo 1988 Award, as well as the 1997 and 1999 UNED's Social Council Award. He works in systems applications of simulation, solar system and advanced microprocessor simulation to distance learning applications and systems, acting now as and senior technical director. 

He is with the UNED (Spanish University for Distance Education) as Professor of Electronics Technology inside the Electrical and Computer Engineering Department. He was UNED's New Technologies Vice-Rector, UNED’s Information Services Center Director, Research and Doctorate Vice-director, Academic Affairs Vice-director of the Engineering School at UNED as well as is at the present Director of the Department. He worked during 5 years in Digital Equipment Corporation as senior system engineer. He publishes technical, research and teaching books and articles for journals and conferences and multimedia materials. 

IEEE ACTIVITIES
COMMITTEES/BOARDS: 

President of the IEEE Education Society (2013-2014)

IEEE Technical Activities Board (TAB) member (2013-2014)

IEEE Presidents’ Forum member (2013-2014)

MGA N&A (Nominations and Appointments) member (2012-2013)

MGA Geographic Unit Operations Support Committee member (2011-2012)

Vice-President of the IEEE Education Society (2011-2012)
Awards Chair of the IEEE Education Society (2011-2012)

MGA vTools Committee member (2011)

Member at large of the Administration Committee (AdCOM) (2005–2010) of the IEEE Education Society
REGIONS:

IEEE Region 8 Committee member (2010-2011)
IEEE Region 8 Education Activities Subcommittee member (2011)
SECTIONS/CHAPTERS:

Past Chair and N&A chair of the IEEE Spain Section (2012-2014)
Chair of the IEEE Spain Section (2010-2011)

IEEE Sections Congress participant (2011)

Vice-chair of the IEEE Spain Section (2008-2009)
Co-Coordinator of the Working Group for the Engineering Dissemination and Training of the Activities, Dissemination and Web Committee of the Spanish Chapter of the IEEE Education Society (2008-2014)
Past-Chair of the Spanish Chapter of the IEEE Education Society (2006-2008)
Chair of the Spanish Chapter of the IEEE Education Society (2004-2006)
Founder of the Spanish Chapter of the IEEE Education Society (2004)
STUDENT BRANCHES: 
Starter of the HKN UNED student branch (2014)

Advisor of the UNED student branch (2010-2014)
Founder of the UNED student branch Chapter of the IEEE Education Society (2011)

Counselor of the UNED student branch (2004-2010)

Founder of the UNED student branch (2004)

CONFERENCES:   

General chair of the conference REV 2016 (Remote Engineering & Virtual Instrumentation) to be organized in Madrid, Spain, by the International Association of Online Engineering (IAOE) and IEEE

General co-chair of the conference FIE 2014 (Frontiers in Education Conference) to be organized in Madrid, Spain, by the IEEE and the ASEE

Steering committee member of IEEE EDUCON (2009-2014)

Organizing and Program committee member of IEEE EDUCON, IEEE FIE (International and Europe Chair, 2000-2006), ASES-ISES, TAEE and SAAEI conferences as well as program and planning committees’ member and reviewer and chairman 
Awards Chair of the FIE (2011-2013)
General co-chair of the conference EDUCON 2010, TAEE 2010 and ICECE 2005
AWARDS:
2012 TAEE (Tecnologías Aplicadas a la Enseñanza de la Electrónica) Award to the Professional Life

IEEE EDUCON 2011 Meritorious Service Award (jointly with Edmundo Tovar), of the EDUCON 2011 conference
2010 Distinguished Member Award of the IEEE Education Society
2009 Edwin C. Jones, Jr. Meritorious Service Award of the IEEE Education Society

Fellow member of IEEE (for contributions to distance learning in electrical and computer engineering education) (2008)

2011 Best Chapter Award of the IEEE Region 8 for the collective work inside the Spanish Chapter of the IEEE Education Society

2011 Chapter Achievement Award of the IEEE Education Society for the collective work inside the Spanish Chapter of the IEEE Education Society

2007 Chapter Achievement Award of the IEEE Education Society for the collective work inside the Spanish Chapter of the IEEE Education Society

2006 Distinguished Chapter Leadership Award of the IEEE Education Society
OTHER:  
Societies:
Member of: IEEE Education Society, IEEE Industrial Electronics Society, IEEE Professional Communications Society, IEEE Society on Social Implications of Technology and Women in Engineering. 
Journals:
Co-editor of IEEE-RITA electronic journal
Co-editor of Electronic News and Journal of Spanish Chapter of the IEEE Education Society
Technical Consultant of Electronic Journal of IEEE UNED Student Branch
QUALIFICATIONS 

A rich collaborative life engaged at IEEE and other professional engineering societies bring my best reference and qualifications as I am been involved (and started and push them to sustainability) in leading Student Branch, Section, Chapters and Society, having a good overview of the IEEE activities in MGA and TA as well as collaborating in other IEEE activities, (Standards, EAB and accreditation).  

My major effort in the volunteer side of the professional societies is the management and sustainability of the organization units and the activities that allow members to mature themselves allowing them to start a new leadership activity.

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

As pointed before one of my major objectives inside my IEEE positions are the volunteer career development of the members of the units where I was creating and serving as well as to focus on provide the opportunities for the members to allow them a successful volunteer experience and to bring them new leadership ways of collaboration. All this together with the major effort in the sustainability and the finding of new opportunities for the members are my major accomplishment.
And following the way IEEE marks for recognizing the volunteer efforts with member upgrades and Awards certificates in a medium to large scale to bring them a bit of fresh air and professional accreditation for their activities. 

POSITION STATEMENT

As a Vice Chair for Member Activities I will work for the sustainability and revitalization of the sections and chapters, in this case coordinated with the Technical Activities Vice Chair and continuing the work previously done for the engaging of the Industry participants inside region 8.
New activities and new automatic methods of recognizing using the metaphor of games and MOOCs like badges and activity points will be explored to improve member collaboration and their recognition in their volunteer work. And incorporating these to the more formal membership recognition in their steps to member, Senior and Fellow, as well if possible in their renewal fees. 
Region 8 diversity, geography and history will be builtin part of Member Activities.
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