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The mission…

“…develop a roadmap for 
programs and initiatives to 
guide IEEE’s future 
activities in sub-Saharan 
Africa.”
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The basics…

membership= f(member 
value)
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The basics…

membership value= 

f(stuff that I get)  f (by 
association)
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Σ
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IEEE in Africa: A Snapshot

Nearly 8,000 members in 13 sections                                 
and sub-sections with close to 100% of Africa’s 54 
countries represented

Wide range of activities from across all IEEE 
organizational units: Conferences, Publications, 
Technical Communities, Educational Activities

IEEE recognizes the tremendous growth of 
technology and innovation in Africa and is 
committed to supporting the African technical 
community



Demographic Facts and Predictions
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Up to 2050: 2 bln African births

under-18 swell to 1 billion

40% of all children in Africa



As diverse as they come …
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Africa is One of the World’s Fastest-
Growing Regional Economies
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Source: The Economist, Jan 6, 2011

Over the ten 
years up to 
2010, six of the 
world’s ten 
fastest-growing 
economies were
in SSA.

Over the next 
five years, 
Africa will grab 
seven of the top 
ten places and 
the average 
African economy 
will outpace its 
Asian 
counterpart.



Africa is One of the World’s Fastest-
Growing Regional Economies
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Source: The Economist, Jan 6, 2011



Africa is One of the World’s Fastest-
Growing Regional Economies
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Source: The Economist, Jan 6, 2011

Today the rate of return on foreign investment in 
Africa is higher than in any other developing 
region.

Middle-class in Africa was expected to surpass 
India and Russia by 2014.

By 2040, Africa’s work force is projected to reach 
1.1 billion, overtaking China and India



Africa’s visions for its future
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Engineering in Africa
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What is IEEE penetration in Africa? 

Country Membership 

Egypt           2,694 

Nigeria         1,507 

South Africa  1,288 

Tunisia           877 

Others           1,453 

TOTAL 7,819 

*These are not current membership numbers
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How are others faring?
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Country IEEE ISACA

South Africa  1,288      2,395

Ghana 234 496

Kenya           128 1,277

Tanzania 48 286

Uganda           42 263

*These are not current  IEEE membership numbers



Ask the stakeholders
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The road ahead…
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Thank you

africa-activities-adhoc@ieee.org

vkaabunga@ieee.org


