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What are your plans for IEEE Day 2018?
TO mark IEEE’s origins and celebrate its worldwide 
membership, IEEE Day is held on the first Tuesday 
every October. It was in this month, back in 1884, 
that the newly formed American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers (AIEE) came together in Philadelphia, USA, 
for its first technical meeting. Almost 80 years later, 
AIEE merged with the Institute of Radio Engineers, 
adopting the name IEEE.

This year’s IEEE Day is on 2 October. Its recurrent 
theme, however, is resolutely forward-looking: ‘Lev-

It’s election time: R8 Director, IEEE President
ELECTIONS to appoint our IEEE Region 8 Director for 2021-22, as well as global elections for the future IEEE President, Board of Directors and Divisional repre-sentatives, are already under way as you read this. Polling began on 15 August and will remain open throughout September. Two candidates are standing for the position of Region 8 Director: Rafal Sliz (sliz.online) of Finland Section and An-tonio Luque (antonioluque.org) from Spain. The winner of this election will hold the post of Region 8 Director-elect for the next two years 2019-20, during which our Director will be Magdalena Salazar-Palma, who takes over from the 

current incumbent Margaretha Eriksson next year.
All IEEE members within any Region 8 Section (that is, within Europe, Mid-dle East and Africa) whose membership subscription was active on 30 June are eligible to vote, and should already have 

received their election materials by post and/or email.
If you haven’t yet voted, take a few minutes to read the candidates’ of cial statements and visit their websites. The Director makes a huge impact on how Region 8 is run and how it is seen exter-nally by the engineering profession and the public at large, as well as representing the Region’s interests at global IEEE level. Choosing the next Region 8 Director re-ally matters, so don’t miss your oppor-tunity to vote.

Also taking place is the annual elec-tion for the next IEEE President, chosen 

Antonio Luque 
Rafal Sliz

Africa Council secures approval and gets down to work in TunisTHE inaugural meeting of IEEE Af-rica Council was held in Tunis at the Ramada Plaza Hotel on 29 June. In her opening remarks Region 8 Director Margaretha Eriksson ex-pressed happiness that the proposal to establish an Africa Council had been approved by IEEE’s Member and Geographic Activities (MGA) Board. She said that this would be an opportunity for African Sections and Sub-Sections to achieve more, working together.
Ms Eriksson advised Council to take ownership by leveraging on many IEEE opportunities to ad-vance technology in Africa. She also thanked Habib Kammoun, Tunisia 

Section chair, for making all the ar-rangements for a very successful In-novation Summit the previous day. IEEE President Jim Jef eries af-firmed his support for the Council and presented IEEE’s Strategy for Africa 2017-2019. The three strategy goals are to support engineering ed-ucation, build a sustainable commu-nity of IEEE members and support government policy development. He enumerated the achievements in Ghana, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and Zambia – the five countries in the present scope. 
Gloria Chukwudebe, IEEE Africa Area chair, presented an overview of the Area activities and accomplish-

ments and listed Algeria, Ghana, Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa, Tunisia and Zambia as foun-dation members of the Council. She thanked Section chairs who had signed the petition for the Council for their commitment and also her gratitude to Vincent Kaabunga, chair of Region 8’s ad-hoc Committee on Activities in Africa, Kathleen Weeks and all IEEE staf  who assisted with documentation.
A series of highly informative presentations on Section activities and challenges were delivered by the Section and Sub-Section chairs who were attending the meeting. 
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REG-8 says: 

“Turn to 

page 6”

Milestone celebrates the invention of TFT 

flat panel displays at Dundee University

Unveiling the 

plaque: IEEE 

President-elect 

José Moura (right) 

with chair of 

UK and Ireland 

Section Mike 

Hinchey and 

vice-chair Mona 

Ghassemian

EVERY time you use a smartphone, 

glance at your smart watch, fire up a 

computer, watch TV or endure a Power-

Point presentation, you experience a 

little bit of Dundee (UK and Ireland Sec-

tion). The flat panel technology we use 

in modern devices wasn’t invented by 

megacorporates in Japan or Silicon Valley 

but by a pair of academics in Scotland’s 

fourth-largest city.

Region 8’s latest History Milestone 

bronze plaque was dedicated on 5 April 

to celebrate their invention – amorphous 

silicon thin film field-effect transistor 

switches for liquid crystal displays (bet-

ter known as TFT-LCD) – which has stood 

the test of time at 40 years and counting.

Even locals seem blissfully unaware 

of the achievements of Walter Spear 

and Peter LeComber at the University of 

Dundee during the 1970s and 1980s. The 

IEEE Milestone should go some way to 

rectifying this unfortunate lack of public 

appreciation of their work.

Physics lecturer Spear and PhD re-

search student LeComber initially crossed 

paths at the University of Leicester but 

joined forces on the teaching staff in 

Dundee at the end of the 1960s. What 

they achieved over the following decade 

was, in the words of Iain Stewart, the 

University’s current dean of Science and 

Engineering, “absolutely astounding”.

Their lab experiments with amor-

phous silicon led them to a realisation 

that they could use it to create very sim-

ple transistors that could work as switch-

es applied across a thin film. Encouraged 

by British tech legend Cyril Hilsum, then 

working with the UK’s Ministry of De-

fence, Spear and LeComber developed 

TFT for use as a method of controlling a 

flat panel liquid crystal display.
Everything we  

do should bring 

people  

together

Region 8 Director  

Margaretha Ericsson

IEEE is about connecting people – engi-

neers, scientists and likeminded people 

– to “ advance technology for humanity”. 

So have you ever reflected on how much 

of the communication technologies we 

take for granted in our society is related 

to members of IEEE? 

Past and present members have cre-

ated the scientific basis for many of techni-

cal wonders we enjoy today. Transistors by 

Professor Kilby, for example: an essential 

part of any electronic gadget. Or anten-

nas for communication, image processing 

algorithms and many more, all found in 

smartphones and Wi-Fi equipment. 

While sitting on the porch of my coun-

tryside house near Stockholm in Sweden, 

I’m enjoying the late spring sun, chirping 

birds and wireless Wi-Fi. In my home of-

Africa Council proposal wins R8 support while 

meeting attendees get closer at poster sessions

ATHENS provided the warmest of wel-

comes when it played host to Region 

8’s spring Committee Meeting on 10-11 

March. The six-monthly event brought 

together Section chairs, Executive 

Committee of cers and representa-

tives of sub-committees and af nity 

groups from across the whole Region 

for a weekend of discussion, presenta-

tions and networking.

It also provided a chance for mem-

bers of key sub-committees, who nor-

mally work together in a virtual fashion 

across great distances, to meet up in 

person, report on progress and ham-

mer out policy and direction for the 

coming months. Much of this work was 

conducted in a great many meeting 

rooms within the venue’s conference 

centre on Friday 9 March while some 

55 Section chairs were making their 

way to Athens, prior to the evening’s 

formal welcome dinner and awards 

ceremony.

Dinner was preceded by a pres-

entation from the event hosts, Greece 

Section, followed by a keynote talk by 

Vassilios Makios of Corallia on building 

success through business incubators.

The main event began early on 
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What are your plans 
for IEEE Day 2018?

TO mark IEEE’s origins and celebrate its worldwide 

membership, IEEE Day is held on the first Tuesday 

every October. It was in this month, back in 1884, 

that the newly formed American Institute of Electrical 

Engineers (AIEE) came together in Philadelphia, USA, 

for its first technical meeting. Almost 80 years later, 

AIEE merged with the Institute of Radio Engineers, 

adopting the name IEEE.

This year’s IEEE Day is on 2 October. Its recurrent 

theme, however, is resolutely forward-looking: ‘Lev-

It’s election time: R8 Director, IEEE President
ELECTIONS to appoint our IEEE Region 

8 Director for 2021-22, as well as global 

elections for the future IEEE President, 

Board of Directors and Divisional repre-

sentatives, are already under way as you 

read this. Polling began on 15 August and 

will remain open throughout September. 

Two candidates are standing for the 

position of Region 8 Director: Rafal Sliz 

(sliz.online) of Finland Section and An-

tonio Luque (antonioluque.org) from 

Spain. The winner of this election will 

hold the post of Region 8 Director-elect 

for the next two years 2019-20, during 

which our Director will be Magdalena 

Salazar-Palma, who takes over from the 

current incumbent Margaretha Eriksson 

next year.

All IEEE members within any Region 

8 Section (that is, within Europe, Mid-

dle East and Africa) whose membership 

subscription was active on 30 June are 

eligible to vote, and should already have 

received their election materials by post 

and/or email.

If you haven’t yet voted, take a few 

minutes to read the candidates’ of cial 

statements and visit their websites. The 

Director makes a huge impact on how 

Region 8 is run and how it is seen exter-

nally by the engineering profession and 

the public at large, as well as representing 

the Region’s interests at global IEEE level. 

Choosing the next Region 8 Director re-

ally matters, so don’t miss your oppor-

tunity to vote.

Also taking place is the annual elec-

tion for the next IEEE President, chosen 

Antonio Luque Rafal Sliz

Africa Council secures approval 
and gets down to work in Tunis
THE inaugural meeting of IEEE Af-

rica Council was held in Tunis at the 

Ramada Plaza Hotel on 29 June. In 

her opening remarks Region 8 

Director Margaretha Eriksson ex-

pressed happiness that the proposal 

to establish an Africa Council had 

been approved by IEEE’s Member 

and Geographic Activities (MGA) 

Board. She said that this would be 

an opportunity for African Sections 

and Sub-Sections to achieve more, 

working together.

Ms Eriksson advised Council 

to take ownership by leveraging 

on many IEEE opportunities to ad-

vance technology in Africa. She also 

thanked Habib Kammoun, Tunisia 

Section chair, for making all the ar-

rangements for a very successful In-

novation Summit the previous day. 

IEEE President Jim Jef eries af-

firmed his support for the Council 

and presented IEEE’s Strategy for 

Africa 2017-2019. The three strategy 

goals are to support engineering ed-

ucation, build a sustainable commu-

nity of IEEE members and support 

government policy development. 

He enumerated the achievements 

in Ghana, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda 

and Zambia – the five countries in 

the present scope. 

Gloria Chukwudebe, IEEE Africa 

Area chair, presented an overview of 

the Area activities and accomplish-

ments and listed Algeria, Ghana, 

Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria, South 

Africa, Tunisia and Zambia as foun-

dation members of the Council. She 

thanked Section chairs who had 

signed the petition for the Council 

for their commitment and also her 

gratitude to Vincent Kaabunga, chair 

of Region 8’s ad-hoc Committee on 

Activities in Africa, Kathleen Weeks 

and all IEEE staf  who assisted with 

documentation.

A series of highly informative 

presentations on Section activities 

and challenges were delivered by 

the Section and Sub-Section chairs 

who were attending the meeting. 
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Ghassemian

EVERY time you use a smartphone, 

glance at your smart watch, fire up a 

computer, watch TV or endure a Power-

Point presentation, you experience a 

little bit of Dundee (UK and Ireland Sec-

tion). The flat panel technology we use 

in modern devices wasn’t invented by 

megacorporates in Japan or Silicon Valley 

but by a pair of academics in Scotland’s 

fourth-largest city.

Region 8’s latest History Milestone 

bronze plaque was dedicated on 5 April 

to celebrate their invention – amorphous 

silicon thin film field-effect transistor 

switches for liquid crystal displays (bet-

ter known as TFT-LCD) – which has stood 

the test of time at 40 years and counting.

Even locals seem blissfully unaware 

of the achievements of Walter Spear 

and Peter LeComber at the University of 

Dundee during the 1970s and 1980s. The 

IEEE Milestone should go some way to 

rectifying this unfortunate lack of public 

appreciation of their work.

Physics lecturer Spear and PhD re-

search student LeComber initially crossed 

paths at the University of Leicester but 

joined forces on the teaching staff in 

Dundee at the end of the 1960s. What 

they achieved over the following decade 

was, in the words of Iain Stewart, the 

University’s current dean of Science and 

Engineering, “absolutely astounding”.

Their lab experiments with amor-

phous silicon led them to a realisation 

that they could use it to create very sim-

ple transistors that could work as switch-

es applied across a thin film. Encouraged 

by British tech legend Cyril Hilsum, then 

working with the UK’s Ministry of De-

fence, Spear and LeComber developed 

TFT for use as a method of controlling a 

flat panel liquid crystal display.

Everything we  
do should bring 
people  
together
Region 8 Director  

Margaretha Ericsson

IEEE is about connecting people – engi-

neers, scientists and likeminded people 

– to “ advance technology for humanity”. 

So have you ever reflected on how much 

of the communication technologies we 

take for granted in our society is related 

to members of IEEE? 

Past and present members have cre-

ated the scientific basis for many of techni-

cal wonders we enjoy today. Transistors by 

Professor Kilby, for example: an essential 

part of any electronic gadget. Or anten-

nas for communication, image processing 

algorithms and many more, all found in 

smartphones and Wi-Fi equipment. 

While sitting on the porch of my coun-

tryside house near Stockholm in Sweden, 

I’m enjoying the late spring sun, chirping 

birds and wireless Wi-Fi. In my home of-

Africa Council proposal wins R8 support while 
meeting attendees get closer at poster sessions

ATHENS provided the warmest of wel-

comes when it played host to Region 

8’s spring Committee Meeting on 10-11 

March. The six-monthly event brought 

together Section chairs, Executive 

Committee of cers and representa-

tives of sub-committees and af nity 

groups from across the whole Region 

for a weekend of discussion, presenta-

tions and networking.

It also provided a chance for mem-

bers of key sub-committees, who nor-

mally work together in a virtual fashion 

across great distances, to meet up in 

person, report on progress and ham-

mer out policy and direction for the 

coming months. Much of this work was 

conducted in a great many meeting 

rooms within the venue’s conference 

centre on Friday 9 March while some 

55 Section chairs were making their 

way to Athens, prior to the evening’s 

formal welcome dinner and awards 

ceremony.

Dinner was preceded by a pres-

entation from the event hosts, Greece 

Section, followed by a keynote talk by 

Vassilios Makios of Corallia on building 

success through business incubators.

The main event began early on 
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‘Father of 
compact disc’ 
receives top 
IEEE honour
Netherlands’ Immink 
leads roll-call of award 
recipients in Region 8

IEEE’S highest award, the Medal 

of Honor, was presented to Kees 

Schouhamer Immink at a ceremony 

during the IEEE Vision, Innovation, 

and Challenges Summit on 25 May 

at The Palace Hotel in San Francisco, 

California, USA.

Immink’s pioneering work on 

information coding theory while 

working at Philips accelerated the 

development of the compact disc 

at the beginning of the 1980s. His 

subsequent work on optical storage 

extended into DVD and Blu-ray, and 

dramatically advanced the fields of 

digital video, audio and data record-

ing technology.

Over the course of his career, 

Immink has also won an Emmy and 

been inducted into the Consumer 

Electronics Hall of Fame. He was 

knighted by Queen Beatrix of the 

Netherlands in 2000.

The Dutch engin eer and re-

searcher was also the subject of a 

cover feature in 

the May 2017 issue 

of IEEE Spectrum 

(https://goo.gl/

KAGAv3).

Further recipients of IEEE me-

dals in Region 8 include:
 O Shlomo Shamai (Israel) re-

ceives the Richard W Hamming 

Medal for fundamental contribu-
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Stockholm welcomes new 
faces to OpCom meeting

Milestone unveiled at TV’s birthplace

THE 108th IEEE Region 8 Committee Meet-

ing was hosted by Swedish Section in Stock-

holm on 25-26 March. Sweden’s capital saw 

more than 100 participants, including the 

newly appointed members of OpCom.

Incoming Region 8 director Margare-

tha Eriksson presented an overview of the 

region and shared her vision and plans for 

the future. The membership in the Region 

showed again a small decrease at the begin-

ning of 2017, but it is slightly better than pre-

vious years. One of the goals in 2017 would 

be to increase membership in Region 8 by 

1%. As the director said, we all can invite 

one new member, can’t we?

Beside the director’s presentation, the 

meeting’s very busy schedule included 

reports and presentations from all the Op-

Com members: director-elect Magdalena 

Salazar Palma, past-director Costas Staso-

poulos, secretary Jan Verveckken, treasurer 

Ralph Kennel, and vice-chairs for Member 

Activities Antonio Luque, Student Activities 

...continued on page 3

Looking for back-
issues? Scan or click 
on this QR code.

BROADCAST professionals, technology 

historians, IEEE members, Italian dignitar-

ies and intrigued members of the public 

gathered outside a café in central London 

on 26 January to witness the unveiling of 

an IEEE Milestone plaque to commemorate 

the first public demonstration of television.

Precisely 91 years earlier, to the day, 

entrepreneurial inventor John Logie Baird 

had invited 40 members of the Royal Institu-

tion to his workshop above 22 Frith Street 

in the heart of the British capital to watch 

him demon strate the live transmission of an 

image of a moving face “by radio”.

As with cinema, various claims to have 

been the inventor of television abound, but 

all agree Baird was the first to have built a 

working prototype that was good enough 

to show of  to his scientific peers. He used 

the first floor of the building as a workshop 

...continued on page 3

IEEE’s street-level bronze plaque 
joins an existing blue memorial 
by the first-floor rooms where 
John Logie Baird conducted his 
demonstration of TV technology.
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To come in 
2019…
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