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Conference Coordination Subcommittee (CoCSC)    Habib M. Kammoun 

Committee updates: 

● The following team members were appointed on 1st January 2021: 

 

● 2021 Corresponding members – ex officio are: 
○ Cecilia Metra, IEEE Conferences Committee 
○ Dominique Schreurs, IEEE Conferences Committee 
○ Isabel M Trancoso, IEEE Conferences Committee 

● Website: The committee website was updated: http://conferences.ieeer8.org/  

Goals 

1. Timely review of the financial and technical co-sponsorship (TCS/FCS) requests 
2. Ensure success of the R8 flagship conferences: call for bids, support, oversight 
3. Ensure success of IEEE conferences TCS/FCS by the R8 
4. Increase the R8 visibility through conferences 
5. Support the sections' conference coordinators 

TCS conferences (R8 0%) approved in the last 6 months 

● May 17-20, 2021: 2021 IEEE Technology & Engineering Management Conference - Europe (TEMSCON-EUR), 
Croatia 

● May 19-20, 2021: 2021 7th International Conference on Optimization and Applications (ICOA), Germany 
● May 28-24, 2021: 2021 44th International Convention on Information, Communication and Electronic Technology 

(MIPRO), Croatia 
● July 26-28, 2021: 2021 44th International Conference on Telecommunications and Signal Processing (TSP), Czech 

Republic 
● September 13-15, 2021: 2021 International Symposium ELMAR, Croatia 
● October 20-22, 2021: 2021 15th International Conference on Advanced Technologies, Systems and Services in 

Telecommunications (TELSIKS), Serbia 
● November 1-3, 2021: 2021 IEEE International Conference on Microwaves, Antennas, Communications and 

Electronic Systems (COMCAS), Israel 

FCS conferences approved in the last 6 months 

● July 6-8, 2021: IEEE EUROCON 2021 - 19th International Conference on Smart Technologies, Ukraine (30% 
Region 8, 70% Ukraine section) 

● August 18-20, 2021: 2021 7th IEEE History of Electrotechnology Conference (HISTELCON), Russia (30% Region 
8, 30% Russia Computer Chapter, 40% National Research University Higher School of Economics) 

● September 13-15, 2021: 2021 IEEE AFRICON, Tanzania (15% Region 8, 45% Tanzania Subsection, Nelson 
Mandela African Institute of Science and Technology 40%) 
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● December 2-4, 2021: 2021 IEEE International Humanitarian Technology Conference (IHTC), Virtual (40% Region 
8, 20% UK&IR Section, 20% Region 7, 20% Region 9) 

● March 28-31, 2022: 2022 IEEE Global Engineering Education Conference (EDUCON), Tunisia (10% Region 8, 
10% Tunisia section, 70% Education society, 10% Tunisia Education chapter) 

Reports about the previous FCS conferences  

● June 16-18, 2020: 2020 IEEE 20th Mediterranean Electrotechnical Conference (MELECON) 
o The conference (https://melecon2020.org) initially planned to be held in Palermo was moved to virtual platforms. 

The technical program was organized into 4 main tracks: Smart Mobility, Industry 4.0, Smart Healthcare and 
Smart Grids, with 128 contributed papers (from 18 different countries), 19 technical sessions, 5 keynote speakers, 
6 invited speakers and 5 tutorials. The program was enriched by a number of special events with competitions 
(R8 Student Paper Contest, Best Research Activity Pitch Presentation of PhD Students and Young Professionals, 
Best Entrepreneurship Activity Pitch Presentation) and panels (WIE special event and Special Meeting on 
Innovative startups and entrepreneurs). 

o In order to enlarge the audience from Jun 16th to July 31st all the program of MELECON 2020 was available 
“on demand” on an ad hoc platform for registered people (without any fee). 

o The conference had the Technical sponsorship of Industry Application Society and IEEE Entrepreneurship and 
the financial sponsorship of ABB. An Award Ceremony was organized during the closing session with the 
announcement of the winners of the various competitions and of the best paper award. 

o Region 8 received 15% of the surplus: $1,582.92 
● September 28-1st October 2020: 2020 6th IEEE International Energy Conference (ENERGYCon) 

o The conference (http://ieee-energycon2020.org) initially planned to be held from 13 to 16 April 2020 in 
Gammarth, Tunisia was postponed to 28 Sep to 1 Oct 2020, and held virtually. The program included 9 plenary 
keynotes and distinguished speakers, Smart Grid Workshop, and Women in Power Workshop.  

o 354 were submitted and 190 papers (53%) were accepted for oral presentations. Each paper was reviewed by at 
least two members of the program committee, which consisted of about 450 scientists from 50 countries. 
Contributions were from 62 different countries. 

o Number of registrations: 160 authors who presented their papers and 446 free registrations were offered for co-
authors, reviewers, researchers, and students, especially from Region 8. 

o Best Student Paper Awards (in Memory of Dr. Elias Kyriakides to honor his work throughout the years, 
especially as chair of the last IEEE ENERGYCON 2018) was introduced at the ENERGYCON 2020. A 
certificate plus $300 travel grant was awarded for the Winner: Grace Sadhana Samuel from the National Institute 
of Technology Calicut, India. In addition, the 1st and 2nd Runner up and the Best paper award certificates were 
presented. 

o Financial report under review. It is expected that Region 8 will receive 15% of the surplus, approx. $3,911.74 

Conferences under review process 

● TCS request: October 5-8, 2021, 2021 3rd Global Power, Energy and Communication Conference (GPECOM), 
Turkey 

● TCS request: March 23-24, 2021, 2021 International Conference on Electric Power Engineering  – Palestine 
(ICEPE- P), Palestine 

Progress in the R8 flagship conferences 

● April 20-23, 2021: 12th EDUCON, Vienna, Austria <website> <registration is open> (CoCSC Liaison: Magdalena 
Salazar Palma) 

● July 6-8, 2021, 19th EUROCON, Lviv, Ukraine <website> <revised submission deadline expected: May 24, 2021> 
(CoCSC Liaison: Robert Bierwolf) 

● August 18-20, 2021, 7th HISTELCON, Moscow, Russia <website> <submission deadline: May 1st, 2021> (CoCSC 
Liaison: Albert Lysko ) 

● September 6-9, 2021, IEEE 6th International Forum on Research and Technology for Society and Industry, Naples, 
Italy <website> (CoCSC Liaison: Nihal Sinnadurai) 

● September 13-15, 2021, 9th AFRICON, Arusha, Tanzania <website> <submission deadline: April 16, 2021> 
(CoCSC Liaison: Eric Kuada) 

● December 2-4, 2021, IHTC, Virtual <website> <abstract submission deadline: April 30, 2021> (CoCSC Liaison: 
Tiziana Tambosso).  

○ Application form submitted and signed. Publication form in progress. Preliminary budget ready. Call for 
abstract and Call for paper ready. Important dates on the web. Due to the peculiarity of this event and in 
order to facilitate participation and sharing of experiences by key stakeholder groups from low and lower 
middle-income countries as well as low resource communities, submissions are invited for Oral 
Presentation Only, Short Paper Presentation (early stage) or Full Paper Presentation (mature results). 
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Bids for 2023 R8 flagship conferences 

The committee received bids from the following R8 sections / subsections for the 2023 R8 flagship conferences: 

● 2023 EUROCON 
○ Cyprus 
○ Torino, Italy 
○ Gdynia, Poland 

● 2023 AFRICON 
○ Nairobi, Kenya 
○ Abuja, Nigeria 
○ Monrovia, Liberia 

The bids are under review. The selected bids will be presented to the R8 committee meeting for approval (motion). 

Progress against goals since the last report 

● The 2021 subcommittee members were appointed (done) 
● Message to section chairs asking to appoint section conference coordinators (done) 
● Appointment of CoCSC Liaisons to the TCS/FCS conferences (done) 
● Review the 2023 flagship conferences bids and selection of hosts (in progress) 
● Website updates (done) 
● Organize online and F2F training workshops for section conference coordinators and conference organizers (in 

progress) 
● Develop an R8 iCon annual award for best organized conference TCS/FCS by Region 8 (in progress) 
● Closing 2020 flagship conferences financial reports (in progress) 
● Development of the R8 conference newsletter / website (in progress) 

Points of Concern 

● The technical co-sponsorship fees was increased to US$1,450 per event and US$22 per paper. The MGA is currently 
absorbing (for 2021) the difference with the previous fees ($1,000 plus $15 per paper) 

● Weak involvement of the sections in the society conferences 
● Weak involvement of the sections as financial co-sponsors (although the TCS fees are waived in the case of financial 

co-sponsoring) 
● Only 16 sections/subsections (23%) appointed conference coordinators 
● Increase the visibility of R8 conferences 
● Add new flagship conferences: 

○ IEEE Global Engineering Education Conference (EDUCON) 
○ IEEE International Forum on Research and Technology for Society and Industry (RTSI) 
○ IEEE International Mediterranean Conference on Communications and Networking (MeditCom) 

Proposals for improvements/Other Issues to report 

● Encourage sections to appoint section conference coordinators 
● Encourage sections to be involved as financial co-sponsor, that will help in most of cases to receive a percentage 

of the surplus 
● Encourage sections to get involved in the society conferences when it will be hosted in their countries 
● Help section conference coordinators and conference organizers to be aware about the online courses and 

materials to help them in organizing well the online and hybrid events: https://ieeemce.org/  
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Subject: 2021 IEEE International Humanitarian Technology Conference (IHTC 2021) - Call for 
Participation 

Dear Colleagues, 

IEEE IHTC 2021 wishes to invite submissions for Oral Presentation only, Short Paper Presentations 
and Full Paper Presentation.  See details below 

Background 

The IEEE International Humanitarian Technology Conference (IEEE IHTC) is a Multi-Regional 
Conference Series rotating between R7 (Canada), R8 (Africa, Europe and Middle East), and R9 (Latin 
America and Caribbean).  

This inter-disciplinary conference series focuses on showcasing challenges, success stories, lessons 
learnt, case studies and technological innovation related to achieving the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), ICT4D and the application of Humanitarian Technologies (including Disaster Relief and 
Disaster Recovery) and facilitating engagement by stakeholders from the public, private, education and 
research and societal sectors around the world.  

We place a particular emphasis on facilitating participation and sharing of experiences by key 
stakeholder groups from low and lower middle-income countries as well as low resource communities. 

Established in R7, where previous editions took place in 2014 and 2017, IEEE IHTC 2021 takes place 
in R8 as a Virtual Conference this year, organised by Volunteers from IEEE UK and Ireland Section as 
well as Region 8, Region 7, Region 9 and UK and Ireland SSIT, SMC and Systems Council Chapters, 
UK and Ireland SIGHT, IST-Africa SSIT SIGHT, and Technical Co-Sponsored by IEEE Africa 
Council. 

Call for Participation 

Submissions are invited for Oral Presentation Only, Short Paper Presentation (early stage results) or 
Full Paper Presentation (mature results) to facilitate the diversity of stakeholders who wish to 
contribute and have valuable experiences and perspectives to share. Submissions will be assessed for 
quality, relevance and potential or actual impact. Presenters and delegates alike will enjoy the 
opportunity to share insights and build relationships with like-minded individuals, organisations and 
stakeholder groups around the world. 

All submissions must be made online to facilitate the blind peer review process.   

Presenters can choose to submit: 
 Abstract for Oral Presentation (with no publication) or as a pre-qualification phase for Short 
Papers (Deadline 30 April 2021) 
 Short Papers (Deadline 30 June 2021) 
 Full Papers (Deadline 30 June 2021) 
 
Abstract Submission - Deadline 30 April 
Those interested in making an Oral Presentation or being pre-qualified for a Short Paper Presentation 
are invited to submit a structured abstract of c.300 words by 30 April.  

Abstract Submissions should be 300 words in length. Abstracts should be structured to clearly share 
the following key information: 
 Target Need(s) and Community/Communities Addressed 
 Why this research or intervention was required 
 Methodology Used 
 Initial Results 
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 Summary Analysis of Initial Findings 
 Proposed Next Steps 
  
A Webinar for prospective presenters and short paper authors will take place at 1500 UTC on 
Wednesday 14 April, and recorded for those who cannot attend.  
 
Paper Submission – Deadline 30 June (Short Papers, Full Papers) 

Short Papers are appropriate for activities at an earlier stage of evolution or authors wishing to share a 
snapshot of results-in-progress, experiences and perspectives. These should be three to four pages in 
length using the paper template and include a short reference section. Participants who intend to prepare 
a short paper should have submitted an abstract at the pre-qualification stage (Abstract submission 30 
April) 

Full Papers are appropriate for mature work or completed projects and should be up to eight pages in 
length using the IHTC Paper Template, including full references.  

See https://www.ihtc21.org.uk/call-for-participation/ for more details on the paper structure.  

Conference Themes 

Relevant thematic areas include but are not limited to: 
 Technologies for poverty alleviation, ending hunger, achieving food security and improved 
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture (SDG 1, 2) 
 Technologies for effective management of refugees, sustainable (re)settlements and integration. 
 Technologies for ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages (SDG 3). 
 Technologies to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promoting lifelong learning 
opportunities for all (SDG 4). 
 Technologies to ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 
(SDG 6). 
 Technologies to ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all (SDG 
7). 
 Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable (SDG 11). 
 Technologies to combat climate change and its impacts (SDG 13). 
 Technologies to specifically assist in disaster mitigation, management, relief, and recovery. 
 Humanitarian and sustainable engineering programs, educational technologies, course material, 
curricula (SDG 4). 
 Community engagement; social and economic factors in humanitarian engineering 
 Ethical, Societal, Privacy and Security considerations in the co-design, implementation and 
deployment of Sustainable Development, ICT4D and Humanitarian Technologies 
 Supporting Implementation of Other SDGs 
 
Committees 
Please visit https://www.ihtc21.org.uk/ for information on conference officers. 
 
Briefing Webinar (14 April, 1500 UTC) 
As some stakeholders with valuable insights and perspectives to share may have less experience 
preparing conference presentations or papers, the UK and Ireland SSIT Chapter, UK and Ireland 
SIGHT and SSIT IST-Africa SIGHT are organising a hands-on participatory webinar on Wednesday 
14 April.  

For Registration and more information, please visit https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/264822  
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Call for Thematic Reviewers 
If you are an experienced conference or journal reviewer with the necessary technical, professional or 
research expertise to address one or more of the conference themes, please contact Miriam 
Cunningham (TPC Co-Chair, program@ihtc21.org.uk) and volunteer to review paper submissions and 
provide actionable, constructive feedback to authors. 
 
For further Information, please contact 
    Registration and General Queries - secretariat@ihtc21.org.uk   
    Abstract and Paper Submission and Program – program@ihtc21.org.uk  
 
We look forward to your submissions. 
 
Best wishes, 
Prof. Ali Hessami and Prof. Paul M Cunningham, IEEE IHTC 2021, Conference Chairs 
 
IEEE IHTC 2021 
02 - 04 December 2021 
https://www.ihtc21.org.uk/  
 

 

 

 


