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About me

▪ Academic career

▪ Patented PhD

▪ Commercialized with United 
Technologies Research Center 
(today Raytheon Technologies)



Laboratory for Renewable Energy Systems



Laboratory for Renewable Energy Systems

▪ We do AI in sustainability. 

▪ We do optimization, design of control systems for real-time optimal and 
predictive autonomous decisions of linear and quadratic program format, and 
by meta-heuristic approaches, capturing system models by physical 
representation and differential equations supported by estimation techniques, 
forecasting disturbances and uncertainties stochastically, and by neural 
networks and machine learning algorithms. 

▪ We apply it to renewable energy systems, smart grids, smart buildings, city 
infrastructure, and agriculture.



Today

▪ Associate Professor at University of 
Zagreb Faculty of Electrical 
Engineering and Computing

▪ PI of 8 scientific and 4 technology 
transfer projects

▪ Research group leader of 25 people

▪ 50 publications

▪ Member of Scientific-Professional 
Council at Innovation Centre Nikola 
Tesla, faculty spin-off for research 
commercialization

▪ Co-Founder of Urban Oasis startup

▪ R8 News, Editor-in-Chief

▪ R8 Life Members, Corresponding 
Member

▪ R8 Young Professionals, Past Chair,
Chair, Member

▪ MGA Young Professionals Committee, 
Member

▪ Croatia Section, Vice-Chair

▪ Secretary, Conference Coordinator, 

Student Representative, YP Chair, SB 

volunteer

▪ Croatia IAS Chapter Chair, Vice-Chair



Meet Ups at IEEE Conferences

▪ CDC 2019, EUROCON 2017 & 2019, Young Professionals in Space 2018 & 2019, European Microwave Week 
2017, 2018 & 2019, support of YP tracks at ICECS 2020, PowerAfrica 2018 & 2020, AFRICON 2017 & 2019 

Formal Casual



Boosting SYP Congresses

▪ XS SYPs 2019 attendance increase compared to 2017

▪ CEuSYP Novi Sad 100+ participants (3x more)

▪ WESYP Glasgow 60+ participants (2x more)

▪ NSYP Stockholm + Helsinki 50+ participants (almost 2x more)

▪ HSYP Xanthi 120+ participants (about 50% increase)

▪ ASYPs → premises for 3 congresses (2 more)



Years of webinars

67 webinars, 25 IEEE OUs
Recordings on YouTube channel
25.000+ views 

and Social Media

2020 and 2021

https://www.youtube.com/c/IEEER8YoungProfessionals/videos


IEEE Region 8 Entrepreneurship

▪2020-2021:
▪ IEEE Foundation Grant of 28k$ (R8YP, R8PEA, R8AfI, R8SAC)

▪ 30 countries, 63 local events

▪ ~6,000 participants in local events, ~200,000 digital participants in Regional events

▪ 100 ambassadors volunteered and engaged

▪ ~500 technological innovations competing in local competitions

▪ 95 start-ups competing internationally

▪ Gender equality ~50:50%, 75% ladies in winning teams

▪Today:
▪ Ad-Hoc Committee under Member Activities

▪ External sponsors and collaborations

▪ Scaling up: ambassadors, events, engagement



IEEE Region 8 Entrepreneurship

Pitching finals 2021, Amtea startup



IEEE Region 8 Entrepreneurship



IEEE Region 8 Entrepreneurship

Tech entrepreneurship



IEEE Region 8 Entrepreneurship

Action for 
Industry

Tech entrepreneurship



Looking forward

▪ Bringing success stories from sections to Region 8 programs, and 
beyond

▪ Building a post-covid volunteering momentum

▪ Supporting membership 

▪ elevation, recognition

▪ Reaching out of IEEE

▪ industry

▪ associations

▪ Doing things together, with synergy of diversity



Thank you!


