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AeronAutics and spAce 
have always been fascinat-
ing themes for engineers and 
scientists, but especially so 
at the university of Liège 
(Belgium), one of the top 
institutions for space engi-
neering. the world-famous 
space centre in Liège is ac-
tually part of the university’s 
school of engineering, while 
also acting as an autonomous 
research centre.

in March, the ieee stu-
dent Branch of Liège organ-
ised a guided tour of the 
space centre. During the 
visit, students were shown a 
satellite testing room capable 
of reproducing space condi-
tions (such as vacuum and 
extreme temperature chang-

es), and saw demonstrations 
of radar imaging techniques 
used and developed by sci-
entists at the centre.

the centre collaborates 
with esA and nAsA, as well 
as with most of the european 
space industries and labora-
tories, and has links with 
many large us laboratories, 
including those at university 
college Berkeley and the na-
val research Lab.

the Liège student visitors 
agreed the tour had helped 
them discover a whole new 
world close to their campus.

our thanks go to the co-
organisers, nicolas Dupuis 
and Matthieu philippe.

Jonathan Pisane
IEEE SB Liege, Vice-Chair

Lithuania Section hosts 
Region 8 committee
representAtives froM 
sections as far distant as 
south Africa, iceland, saudi 
Arabia and Morocco trav-
elled to the Baltic country 
of Lithuania for the spring 
2006 region 8 committee 
meeting. Between 7–9 April, 
more than 60 ieee members 
reported on their activities, 
debated initatives and fo-
cused on future actions. Mike 
Lightner, ieee 2006 presi-
dent, was on hand to observe 
the proceedings.

vice chairmen led groups 
prior to the committee meet-
ing on Membership Activi-
ties, student Activities and 

technical Activities. concen-
tration was high as compet-
ing ideas were exchanged 
and many subjects were 
discussed. caucus meetings 
gave those with agendas the 
opportunity to win support 
and refine their proposals. 
outcomes were presented on 
the saturday afternoon and 
sunday morning. voting on 
the motions took place dur-
ing the r8 committee meet-
ing on sunday afternoon.

on sunday morning, we 
listened to presentations 
from two candidates for 
ieee president-elect, John 
vig and Lew termin. there 

followed lively questions ex-
ploring the candidates’ views 
on development, the value of 
membership, and problems 
unique to our region.

We were blessed with 
early spring weather, and 
delegates were keen to get 
some fresh air. so early on 
the saturday evening, the 
Lithuania section organised 
a coach tour of the pretty old 
town, including visits to the 
Bell tower, vilnius university, 
the presidential palace, the 
Gates of Dawn and various 
churches. fine weather and 
a late sunset ended the tour 
and brought us to a pretty 

[continued on page 2]

Liège students tour 
local Space Centre

country restaurant for a deli-
cious dinner.

our sincere thanks go to 
the ieee Lithuania section 

for all the local organisation, 
especially its chair irina naid-
ionova and secretary Jonas 
Matuzas.

L-to-R: Mike Lightner (IEEE President 2006), Marc Apter 
(Past Director RAB), Baldomir Zajc (Director Region 8) and 
Jaafar Al-Ibrahim (VC Membership Activities Region 8).

Guðbjörnsson 
wins engineer 
of the year
siGMAr GuðBJörnsson, 
general manager of the ice-
landic firm star-oddi, has 
been named iceland’s elec-
trical engineer of the Year for 
2006. this award is jointly 
granted by the ieee and vfi, 
the association of chartered 
engineers in iceland. 

sigmar (pictured above 
right, receiving his award from 
IEEE Iceland Chair, Kristinn 
Andersen) founded star-oddi 
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the internAtionAL con-
ference on communications 
(icc), the flagship ieee com-
munications society confer-
ence, will be held in Glasgow 
on 24–28 June next year. the 
organising committee has al-
ready been working to put all 
the preparations in place. 

the conference will be 
held in the scottish exhibi-
tion and conference centre 
(secc) in Glasgow.

the executive chair of 
icc 2007, professor tariq 
Durrani from strathclyde 
university, said “the theme 

of our conference is smart 
communications technolo-
gies for tomorrow, or scott 
for short. As well as the tech-
nical conference, we plan to 
run a substantial exhibition 
of scottish electronics com-
panies, which will showcase 
their activities to an interna-
tional audience.”

Meetings have been held 
at the icc 2005 conference 
in seoul (south Korea) and at 
Globecom 2005 in st Louis 
(usA) to organise the techni-
cal programme. it will consist 
of 10 technical symposia, 

organised by the technical 
committees of the ieee com-
munications society. there is 
also a general conference for 
other topics. 

in the next month or so, 
the electronic database sys-

tem, eDAs, will be opened 
for electronic paper submis-
sions to the conference. 

the deadline for paper 
submissions is september 
15th 2006. 

www.icc007.org

the BeAutifuL harbour 
hotel in hamburg (Germany) 
served as venue for the 3rd 
international Workshop on in-
telligent transportation, held 
on 14–15 March. the event 
was hosted by Dr hermann 
rohling, head of the Depart-
ment of telecommunications 
of the hamburg university of 
technology.

sponsored by the German 
research Association (DfG), 
smart Microwave sensors 
(sMs) and the ieee commu-
nications society Germany 
chapter, the workshop at-
tracted more than 90 guests 
and speakers on an interna-
tional level with contributions 
from poland, south Korea, 
italy, the united Kingdom, 
france, sweden, turkey, the 

netherlands, portugal and 
Germany.

During the two days, vari-
ous sessions were held with 
topics such as automotive 
radar, car-to-car commu-

nication, vision and image 
processing as well as present 
and possible future applica-
tions in the transport-related 
field. there were also papers 
covering the areas of aviation, 

vessel navigation and high-
speed trains, giving the audi-
ence a wide-ranging overview 
of the ongoing international 
research activities on trans-
portation-related questions.

the restaurant of the 
harbour hotel offered a fine 
setting for the conference 
banquet, allowing everyone 
to admire the night-time 
harbour setting. some par-
ticipants visited the hotel’s 
tower Bar, which offers 
further views of the harbour 
along with a 360° panorama 
over the city of hamburg.

Dr rohling has announced 
the 4th international Work-
shop on intelligent transpor-
tation (Wit 2007) will be on 
20–21 March 2007.

wit.tu-harburg.de

[continued from page 1]

in 1985 as a consulting firm, 
but since1993 it has special-
ised in developing electronic 
instruments for ocean re-
search. its products include 
tiny electronic tags that can 
locate fish and other animals, 
recording environmental data 
into memory. the technology 
is truly innovative as the tags 
can receive location data 
from sonar equipment aboard 
vessels and register this data 
in the same way as other in-
formation. this gives unique 
oppportunities to record and 
analyse the movement of 
creatures through the ocean. 
the firm has also developed 
equipment to collect data on 
ocean depth, temperature 
and salinity.

sigmar is the author 
of numerous patents and 
has presented the results 
and products of star-oddi 
through research articles and 
presentations. the company 
received the icelandic inno-
vation Award and the award 
of icelandic export council 
in 2006.

this is the first time that 
this joint award of ieee and 
vfi, the icelandic associa-
tion of engineers, has been 
presented in iceland. its ob-
jective is to put a spotlight 
on the work of electrical 
engineers and their accom-
plishments. the award will be 
given every two years to an 
electrical engineer who at any 
given time is considered to 
excel in his professional work 
as an engineer or is contribut-
ing in some other significant 
way to icelandic society as a 
whole.

the award ceremony was 
attended by two ieee repre-
sentatives: Anthony Davies, 
former region 8 Director 
(present on behalf of r8 
Director Baldomir Zajc) and 
Lew terman (on behalf of ted 
hissey, a great motivator for 
this award).

the event received sub-
stantial publicity in iceland’s 
media, and the chairs of the 
ieee iceland section and 
the vfi were invited to dis-
cuss the award and electrical 
engineering on a morning tv 
programme.

Kristinn Andersen 
IEEE Iceland Section Chair

WouLD You like to attend a workshop 
on the development of leadership skills 
or project management?

ieee region 8’s workshop pro-
gramme offers full-day sessions in both 
topics, conducted by its own team of 
trainers.

these workshops are organised and 
sponsored by r8 eAsc together with 
r8 sections and student Branches, 
and can be delivered as part of confer-
ences, student events, ieee promo-
tional activities, and so on. 

Workshops are especially appropri-
ate for, but not limited to, senior stu-
dents and young professionals. their 
modular structure is adjustable to the 
needs of a specific audience and those 
of the event organiser.

the Development of Leadership 
skills workshop introduces participants 
into interpersonal, group, team and 
leadership skills. the project Manage-
ment workshop introduces participants 
into project management techniques 
and how to apply them. 

Both workshops are highly inter-
active, and are illustrated with several 
team assignments and individual ex-
ercises. 

the workshop programme began in 
2001 and has grown quickly: so far, 42 
workshops have taken place, serving 
more than 1,600 participants all over 
region 8.

to book a workshop for your own 
event in region 8, contact Matej Zajc 
(m.zajc@ieee.org) or said e. el-Khamy 
(elkhamy@ieee.org).

Arrange a workshop for your next event

Hamburg harbour provides perfect 
setting for transport conference

All hands on deck: the main conference room.

Plans are already under way for ICC 2007

The ICC 2007 
stand at Globecom 

2005: (L-to-R) 
Tariq Durrani, Bill 
Templeman, John 

Thompson, Ivan 
Andonovic and 
Sheila Forbes.

http://www.icc007.org
mailto:m.zajc@ieee.org
mailto:elkhamy@ieee.org
http://wit.tu-harburg.de
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in brief
Region 8 Chapter 
of the Year
Aes/Ap/Mtt poLAnD 
chapter has won ieee 
region 8’s chapter of 
the Year contest in the 
‘big chapters’ (100+ 
members) category. Mtt/
Ap/eD czechoslovakia 
chapter won the ‘small 
and middle size chapters’ 
category. Also, the activi-
ties of slovenia comsoc 
chapter were recognised 
with a special diploma.

Nokia honours 
Gabbouj
noKiA founDAtion 
has granted its 2005 
recognition Award to 
Dr Moncef Gabbouj of 
tampere university of 
technology (finland) for 
his merits in the devel-
opment of international 
educational network and 
graduate engineering 
studies in finland. Dr 
Gabbouj is a world-re-
nowned expert who has 
progressively broadened 
international cooperation 
in the teaching of it and 
signal processing.

New head for 
workshops
After five years and 
43 workshops, Dr Kurt 
richter is stepping down 
from his responsibilities 
in the ieee region 8 
eAsc for the co-ordina-
tion and organisation of 
the Leadership and Man-
agement programme. he 
is succeeded by Dr Matej 
Zajc (m.zajc@ieee.org).

Nikola Tesla – 
Neverending Story
ieee BeLGrADe stu-
dent Branch (serbia & 
Montenegro) is one of the 
organisers of tesla – nev-
erending story, a world-
wide contest for engineer-
ing papers that celebrates 
the 150th anniversary of 
the birth of nikola tesla. 
the event takes place in 
Belgrade on 8–16 July.  
www.tesla2006.org

TV and radio 
celebration 
in Croatia
on 15 May, ieee members 
in croatia celebrated two 
broadcasting milestones in 
the country: 80 years of radio 
and 50 years of television.

“halo, halo! ovdje radio 
Zagreb!” were the first words 
broadcast live on the air on 
15 May 1926, marking the 
beginning of radio broadcast-
ing in croatia. 

on the 30th anniversary 
of this event, in 1956, pio-
neering engineers succeeded 
in transmitting a television 
image from vienna to Za-
greb via Graz and slovenia. 
the first live broadcast was 
made that september, and 
television Zagreb began op-
erating in november.

www.hrt.hr

More thAn 500 delegates 
and 27 companies partici-
pated in the 3rd ieee-Gcc 
conference in Manama, Bah-
rain, on 19–22 March. 

the conference was held 
under the patronage of his 
highness, the prime Minister 
of the Kingdom of Bahrain, 
who was represented at the 
inauguration ceremony by 
his excellency shaikh Ab-
dullah Bin salman bin Khalid 
Al-Khalifa, Minister of elec-
tricity and Water. 

ieee-Gcc conferences 
have built up a track record of 
high quality papers, panels, 
plenary and invited speakers 
and tutorials. no less than 80 
papers on carefully selected 
topics were covered during 
18 technical sessions at the 
event. celia Desmond, 2006 
ieee vice president techni-
cal Activities, presented a 
tutorial on project Manage-
ment for telecommunications 
projects, and remained at the 
conference throughout.

this was the latest in a 
series of Gcc conferences 
jointly organized by the ieee 
sections in Bahrain, Kuwait, 
oman, Qatar, saudi Arabia 
and uAe with support from 
their Governments. tremen-
dous efforts were required 
in organising a conference 
of this magnitude and its 
success was proof of the 
team spirit and cooperation 
amongst the Gcc member 
countries.

nabil Al-Dabal, confer-
ence chairman, noted that 
the number of professional 
participants had increased 
this year. 

elaborating on the con-
ference theme, unity through 
technology, he added that 
the unity achieved by the 
Gcc countries through the 
adoption of new technolo-
gies helped maximise oppor-
tunities through synergy and 
collaboration: “this unity will 
safeguard the common inter-
ests of the Gcc countries and 
take us forward to a new and 
prosperous era”.

www.ieeegcc.org

IEEE-GCC Bahrain event 
promises future prosperity

L-to-R: Nabil Al-Dabal (IEEE Saudi Arabia Section), His 
Excellency Shaikh Abdullah Bin Salman bin Khalid Al-
Khalifa (Bahrain), Dr Abdul Rahman Al-Ghunaim (IEEE 
Kuwait Section), Dr Isa Qamber (IEEE Bahrain Section).

reGion 8 is the fastest grow-
ing ieee region, covering eu-
rope, Africa and the Middle 
east. the average income in 
various r8 countries differs 
by a ratio of 100. that is why 
the ieee set up a voluntary 
contribution fund (vcf). 
this fund is fed by voluntary 
contributions donated by 
members in richer countries 

to support member activities 
in the other countries.

the vcf supports a va-
riety of projects, but one of 
its most important tasks is to 
help with members’ travel ex-
penses when visiting confer-
ences and other ieee events 
in different countries.

to be eligible for a vcf 
travel grant to a conference in 

region 8, you must have cur-
rent ieee membership, with 
at least two years of ieee 
membership to date, and live 
within region 8. You must 
have a paper accepted for 
presentation at the confer-
ence, which must be within 
region 8 and sponsored or 
co-sponsored by ieee or any 
of its sections. You can ap-

ply for a grant once every five 
years, or twice as often if you 
are a student. Grants of up to 
$1,000 are available.

to apply, obtain a form 
from the vcf and have it en-
dorsed by your local section 
chair. for more information, 
visit the vcf webpage.

www.ewh.ieee.org/reg/8/ 
vcf.html

Apply to VCF for IEEE Region 8 travel funding

Ben Franklin 
House update
the officiAL re-opening of 
Benjamin franklin’s London 
home to the public (see Re-
gion 8 News, March 2006) 
has been a success, accord-
ing to its directors.

Between January and 
April, nearly 2,000 people 
visited the historical experi-
ence, and 250 pupils from 
various London schools have 
explored the student sci-
ence centre. one of the bet-
ter-known guests was Lynne 
cheney, wife of the us vice 
president.

from June to septem-
ber, the house will be open 
10am–5pm Wednesdays to 
Mondays inclusive.
www.benjaminfranklinhouse.org

mailto:m.zajc@ieee.org
http://www.tesla2006.org
http://www.hrt.hr
http://www.ieeegcc.org
http://www.ewh.ieee.org/reg/8
http://www.ewh.ieee.org/reg/8
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the noMinAtions and 
Appointments committee 
nominates ieee members for 
the elected positions in the 
region 8 committee, prior 
to voting during our autumn 
2006 meeting. this includes 
such positions as the vice-
chairs for technical Activi-
ties, Membership Activities 
and student Activities.

the committee also pro-
duces at least two candidates 
for r8 Director elect, for en-
dorsement by the region 8 
committee and independ-
ently, for forwarding to the 
ieee Board of Directors for 

its november 2006 meet-
ing. theoretically, the Board 
is not obliged to approve 
nominations for the ballot, 
and could in fact propose its 
own candidates, but approval 
is normally given as a matter 
of course.

An additional task of the 
r8 nominations and Ap-
pointments committee is to 
propose  candidates for the 
region 8 appointed posi-
tions (such as the industrial 
relations co-ordinator and 
Wie co-cordinator), for ap-
pointment by the region 
Director.

DID YOU KNOW?Region 8  
Nominations and 
Appointments Committee

Student News email  
r8studentnews@ieee.org 

GOLD News email  
r8GoLD@ieee.org

Advertising for rates and 
deadlines, contact the editor.
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www.ieee.org/r8
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Printing & mailing  
ieee publications Dept.

this issue of ieee Region 
8 News is full of stories about 
activities of members in eu-
rope, Middle east and Africa.  
You can find a complete list 
of region 8’s many sections 
(every member belongs to 
one) and chapters (technical 
societies’ local organisations) 
on our website: www.ieee.org/
r8. these organisations and 
the volunteers who lead them 
are the lifeblood of the ieee, 
so please join in. 

i want to extend my wel-
come to Yang Yang, our new 
r8 standards coordinator, 
who takes over from ingo 
ruesch, who i would like to 
thank for his many informa-
tive columns on why ieee 
standards are important in 
our region.

With regard to Region 8 
News itself, several changes 
are on their way. first, please 
welcome Basak Yuksel to the 
post of assistant editor. Ba-
sak will continue to edit the 
student news but will also 
contribute to improving the 
newsletter further and to de-
velop the website.

We were overwhelmed 
with reports and articles 
this issue! We have added 
some extra pages to fit as 
much in as possible, and for 
any articles that need more 
space you will find links 
from this newsletter to the 
full, unabridged versions on 
the Region 8 News website. 
this will allow greater depth 
of coverage for the increas-
ing amount of activities in 
our expanding region (at 
least for readers who have 
an internet access).

A new-look for the web-
site is planned. All readers 
are invited to contact me with 
suggestions and letters.

Roland Saam
editor

assistant editor

Changes 
ahead 
at R8N
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section news

the AnnuAL meeting of 
the Greek ieee section took 
place at the national tech-
nical university of Athens 
(ntuA) on 12 April 2006. 

the purpose of this 
event was to bring together 
the country’s ieee members 
and friends, to strengthen 
their co-operation, to inform 
the Greek scientific and 
technical community about 
the activities of ieee, and 
to discuss and plan future 
activities.

Before the meeting, the 
ieee Greece section officers 
– nikos hatziargyriou (chair), 
A skodras (vice-chair) and n 
Koziris (secretary/treasurer) 

met with the chairs of the 14 
chapters currently active in 
Greece. 

An overview of the ac-
tivities of each chapter was 
given, and ideas and propos-
als for future activities were 
exchanged. 

the event itself included 
two lectures on communica-
tions security. v Maglaris, a 
professor at ntuA’s school 
of electrical and computer 
engineering and a member 
of the european committee 
for network security, spoke 

about the current threats 
on internet security. prof p 
constantinou, former chair 
of the ieee Greece section, 
presented the problems of 
wireless security.

the lectures, which 
took place at the Main hall 
of ntuA’s Admin Building, 
were attended by about 100 
engineers from academia and 
industry. A large number of 
ieee student members also 
attended the event.

the day concluded with 
a light dinner in a warm and 
sociable atmosphere.

Prof A Skodras
Vice-Chair

IEEE Greece Section

Athens hosts annual Section assembly

Prof V Maglaris speaking on 
computer network security.

Prof P Constantinou lectures 
on wireless security.

in brief
United Arab 
Emirates
ieee uAe section has 
elected its officers for 
the new period. the new 
executive comprises Dr 
eesa M. Bastaki (chair), 
Dr Mohammed Al-Mualla 
(vice chair), Mr hareen-
dralal (secretary) and 
Mr Ks taj (treasurer).  
www.ewh.ieee.org/r8/uae

Bulgaria
ieee BuLGAriA section 
has also announced its 
newly elected executive: 
Jordan Kolev j.n.kolev@
ieee.org (chair), rositza 
Goleva rig@tu-sofia.bg 
(vice chair), sava savov 
svsavov@ms.ieee.bg (sec-
retary) and Katya Aspa-
rouhova k_asparouhova@
tu-sofia.bg (treasurer).

Republic of 
Macedonia
ieee repuBLic of Mace-
donia section elected its 
new executive in febru-
ary. the new team is as 
follows: Dr vladimir Dim-
cev vladim@etf.ukim.
edu.mk (chair), Dr su-
zana Loskovska suze@etf.
ukim.edu.mk (vice chair), 
Dr Goce Arsov g.arsov@
ieee.org (secretary) and 
Dr Dimitar taskovski 
dtaskov@etf.ukim.edu.
mk (treasurer).

Lebanon
ieee LeBAnon section 
has elected a new execu-
tive too. the contacts are: 
as Dr Mohamad Adnan 
Al-Alaoui adnan@aub.
edu.lb (chair), Dr elias 
nassar enassar@ndu.edu.
lb (vice chair), Dr hadi  
sawaya hadi.sawaya@
fi.usj.edu.lb (secretary) 
and Ghassan shaban 
ghassan.shaban@dar-
group.com (treasurer).

extended section reports 
can be read online at Re-
gion 8 News’ website:

www.ieee.org/r8

ieee sWeDen section has 
relaunched its website. it em-
ploys the look and feel of the 
corporate ieee site.

the site has been pro-
grammed entirely in php. 
chapter and section officers 
are now able to update their 

own areas with news, events 
and chapter information. 

its developers have said 
the site’s php template could 
be adapted for other sections 
if they are interested. Just get 
in touch!

www.ieee.se

ieee uK & republic of ire-
land section’s engineering in 
Medicine & Biology chapter 
offers a reminder that it is 
happy to assist members in 
obtaining their senior Mem-
bership status. 

the eMB chapter’s web-
site is at ewh.ieee.org/r8/ukri/
embs. 

information on senior 
Membership can be found at 
www.ieee.org/organizations/
rab/md/smprogram.html.

EMB Chapter offers help

Sweden updates site

A nuMBer of Bahrain sec-
tion members responded 
to the invitation for a social 
get-together at BApco club 
in Awali, Bahrain on 6 April 
from university of Bahrain, 
private and public sectors. 

the gathering began 
with a talk by professor isa 
Qamber the chairman of the 
section. After welcoming all 
the attendees, he described 
the activities of the section, 
including the presentations 
organised in cooperation with 
the electrical and electronics 

department at the university 
of Bahrain. he also informed 
the members that the uni-
versity has agreed to open 
a branch for the section in 
the college of engineering 
campus.

Dinner in the evening 
served afterwards allowed 
members to get properly ac-
quainted. During the dinner, 
members shared ideas and 
information related to their 
sphere of work.

Dr Isa Qamber
IEEE Bahrain Section Chair

Social Gathering for 
Bahrain Section

for the first time, Women 
in engineering Affinity Group 
representatives will partici-
pate in the very popular re-
gion 8 student Branch/GoLD 
congress in paris from 31 Au-
gust to 4 september. 

Affinity group repre-
sentatives from united Arab 
emirates, Macedonia, spain, 

south Africa, and nigeria 
plan to attend. 

for further information, 
if you’re interested in par-
ticipating, please e-mail me 
at clementina@ieee.org.

Clementina Saduwa 
Chair, WIE IEEE Nigeria

WIE Coordinator Europe, 
Middle East and Africa

WIE to make its debut at this 
year’s SB/GOLD Congress

http://www.ewh.ieee.org/r8/uae
mailto:j.n.kolev@ieee.org
mailto:kolev@ieee.org
mailto:rig@tu-sofia.bg
mailto:svsavov@ms.ieee.bg
mailto:k_asparouhova@tu-sofia.bg
mailto:asparouhova@tu-sofia.bg
mailto:vladim@etf.ukim.edu.mk
mailto:vladim@etf.ukim.edu.mk
mailto:suze@etf.ukim.edu.mk
mailto:suze@etf.ukim.edu.mk
mailto:g.arsov@ieee.org
mailto:arsov@ieee.org
mailto:dtaskov@etf.ukim.edu.mk
mailto:dtaskov@etf.ukim.edu.mk
mailto:adnan@aub.edu.lb
mailto:adnan@aub.edu.lb
mailto:enassar@ndu.edu.lb
mailto:enassar@ndu.edu.lb
mailto:hadi.sawaya@fi.usj.edu.lb
mailto:sawaya@fi.usj.edu.lb
mailto:shaban@dar�group.com
mailto:ghassan.shaban@dar�group.com
mailto:shaban@dar�group.com
http://www.ieee.org/r8
http://www.ieee.se
http://www.ieee.org/organizations/rab/md/smprogram.html
http://www.ieee.org/organizations/rab/md/smprogram.html
mailto:clementina@ieee.org
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BENELUX
prof frans Groen
University of Amsterdam, 
The Netherlands
for contributions to sensor data 
processing and shared dynamic 
world modeling for autonomous 
real-world multi-agents systems.

prof Luc vandendorpe
Université Catholique de 
Louvain, Belgium
for contributions to digital com-
munications.

prof Yves rolain
Vrije Universiteit Brussel 
(VUB), Belgium
for contributions to measurement 
and modeling of nonlinear micro-
wave devices.

Dr Marco Dorigo
IRIDIA – Université Libre de 
Bruxelles, Belgium
for contributions to ant colony 
optimization and swarm intel-
ligence.

Dr paul van Dooren
Universite Catholique de 
Louvain, Belgium
for contributions to numerical 
methods in systems and control.

FRANCE
Dr emmanuel rosencher
ONERA - Office National 
d’Etudes et de Recherches 
Aerospatiales, Palaiseau
for contributions to nonlinear op-
tics and optoelectronic devices.

prof patrick combettes
universite pierre et Marie 
curie, paris
for contributions to set the theo-
retic methods and convex analysis 
in signal and image processing.

prof Dirk slock
Eurecom Institute, Sophia 
Antipolis
for contributions to adaptive fil-
tering and signal processing for 
wireless communications.

Dr simon Deleonibus
CEA LETI, Grenoble
for contributions to nanoscaled 
complimentary metal oxide 
semiconductor (cMos) devices 
technology.

Dr rene Garello
GET – ENST Bretagne, Brest
for contributions to signal 
processing applied to remote 
sensing of the ocean.

Dr Alain sabot
Electricite De France R&D 
(EDF R&D), Moret/Loing
for contributions to high voltage 
gas insulated substations and 
transmission lines.

Dr Yves robert 
Ecole Normale Supérieure 
de Lyon
for contributions to the design 
and analysis of parallel algorithms 
and scheduling techniques.

 
SWITZERLAND
Dr Alfred rufer
EPFL Ecole Polytechique 
Ferderale de Lausanne
for contributions to supercapac-
itive energy storage techniques 
and asymmetrical multilevel in-
verters.

prof thomas henzinger
EPFL Ecole Polytechique 
Ferderale de Lausanne
for contributions to the verifi-
cation of real-time and hybrid 
systems.

Dr sedat olcer
IBM Zurich Research 
Laboratory, Ruschlikon
for contributions to signal pro-
cessing techniques in digital data 
transmission and storage.

Dr Giovanni cherubini
IBM Zurich Research 
Laboratory, Ruschlikon
for application of signal-process-
ing techniques to digital data 
transmission and storage.

ISRAEL
Dr Ariel orda
Technion Israel Institute of 
Technology, Haifa
for contributions to the use of 
game theory for network quality 
of service and survivability.

 
NORTH ITALY
prof Yoram ofek
University of Trento, Povo
for contributions to switching, 
scheduling and synchronization 
in data networks.

prof roberto ottoboni
Politecnico di Milano
for contributions to digital signal 
processing and tactile sensors 
for measurement systems and 
robotics.

prof Gianluca setti
University of Ferrara
for contributions to application 
of nonlinear dynamics to commu-
nications, signal processing, and 
information technology.

prof cesare Alippi
Politecnico di Milano
for contributions in the fields of 
robustness and application-level 
synthesis of embedded informa-
tion processing systems.

prof carlo Ghezzi
Politecnico di Milano
for contributions to software 
engineering and programming 
languages.

prof enrico Macii
Politecnico di Torino
for contributions to power-effi-
cient very large scaled integrated 
(vLsi) circuits and systems.

 
UK & REPUBLIC OF 
IRELAND
prof christos christopoulos
University of Nottingham
for contributions to electromag-
netic modeling and simulation 
of high-frequency electronic 
systems.

prof David rosenblum
University College London
for contributions to scalable, dis-
tributed component- and event-
based software systems.

prof charles turner
King’s College, London 
University
for contributions to engineering 
education.

prof richard vinter
Imperial College London
for contributions to optimal con-
trol of process systems.

Dr richard ranson
Filtronic, West Yorkshire
for contributions to advanced 
microwave systems.

prof Leonard Dissado
University of Leicester
for contributions to modeling 
electrical aging and breakdown 
of extruded insulating materials.

prof ingemar cox
University College London
for contributions to digital wa-
termarking.

GERMANY 
prof Wolfgang Kunz
University of Kaiserlautern
for contributions to hardware 
verification, very large scale in-
tegrated (vLsi) circuit testing and 
logic synthesis.

prof heyno Garbe
University of Hannover
for contributions to electro mag-
netic compatibility (eMc) meas-
urement techniques.

Dr hermann rohling
Technische Universitat 
Hamburg
for contributions to automotive 
radar.

prof ulrich reimers
Braunschweig Technical 
University
for contributions to the develop-
ment of Digital video Broadcast-
ing (DvB).

Dr Werner Weber
Infineon Technologies, 
Munich
for contributions to metal oxide 
semiconductors (Mos) device 
physics.

prof Alex Gershman
McMaster University, 
Ontario, Canada
for contributions to adaptive 
beamforming and sensor array 
processing.

Dr Karlheinz Brandenburg
Fraunhofer Institute for 
Digital Media Technology 
and Technical University 
Ilmenau
for contributions to audio cod-
ing.

prof Guenther schmidt
Technische Universitat 
Muenchen
for contributions to theory and 
practice of sensor-guided lo-
comotion in biped and mobile 
robotics.

prof Johannes huber
telecommunications Labora-
tory (Lnt), erlangen
for contributions to coded modu-
lation and digital subscriber line 
design.

 
SWEDEN
prof Johan Liu
Chalmers University of 
Technology, Gothenburg
for contributions to environmen-
tally compatible electronic mate-
rials and processes.

prof Göran stemme
royal institute of technology, 
stockholm
for contributions to microelectro-
mechanical systems (MeMs).

prof peter Andrekson
chalmers university of tech-
nology, Gothenburg
for contributions to ultra-high-
speed fiber-optic communication 
systems.

Dr Jan uddenfeldt
LM ericsson, stochkolm
for contributions to cellular tel-
ecommunications systems.

 
CENTRAL &  
SOUTH ITALY
prof carlo cecati
University of L’Aquila
for contributions to advanced 
control of power electronics con-
verters and electrical drives.

prof Antonio Bicchi
università di pisa
for contributions to automatic 
control of mechanisms and ro-
bots.

GREECE
prof John sahalos
Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki
for contributions to antenna 
analysis and design.

Dr nikolaos uzunoglu
National Technical 
University of Athens
for contributions to electromag-
netic theory with applications 
to scattering and guided wave 
propagation.

POLAND
Dr Janusz Kacprzyk
Systems Research Institute
Warsaw
for contributions to use of fuzzy 
logic in decision making and 
control.

prof Marek Moszynski
Soltan Institute for Nuclear 
Studies, Otwock
for contributions to scintillation 
detectors in nuclear physics and 
nuclear medicine.

 
FINLAND
Dr Ari sihvola
Helsinki University of 
Technology (HUT)
for contributions to the applica-
tion of theory in electromagnetic 
complex media and random ma-
terials.

AUSTRIA
prof erich neuhold
Fraunhofer IPSI. Darmstadt, 
Germany
for contributions to distributed 
multimedia databases.

 
PORTUGAL
Prof Vladimiro Miranda, 
Inesc Porto
for contributions to computa-
tional intelligence tools in electric 
power systems.

 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA
prof Jan Zehentner
Czech Technical University 
in Prague
for the discovery of new leaky 
modes in open planar transmis-
sion lines for microwave inte-
grated circuits.

 
CYPRUS
Dr Marios polycarpou
University of Cyprus & 
University of Cincinnati
nicosia
for contributions to the theory 
and application of intelligent 
systems and control.

IEEE Fellows in Region 8
the membership grade of ieee fellow designates those engineers who have demonstrated 
outstanding proficiency and have achieved distinction in their profession. here is an up-to-
date register of the ieee fellows within region 8, listed by section.
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section news

the iDeA of founding a 
‘technical english pro-
gram’ (tep) was discussed 
and approved at the region 
8 committee Meetings of 
April 2005 (paris) and oc-
tober 2005 (tampa). the 
concept was also presented 
in a breakout session at 
tampa’s ieee sections 
congress 2005. 

A pilot project was ap-
proved at the region 8 
committee Meeting in vil-
nius in April 2006, and will 
be launched by the russia 
northwest section from 
1 september this year.

Background
region 8 is a healthy ieee 
region with a growing 
membership, expanding 
sections and a great deal of 
ieee activity. however, of 
the 15 independent states 
of the former soviet union, 
only four have established 
their own sections. ieee 
membership in this zone 
is very low compared with 
that of northern and west-
ern europe. for example, 
at the time of writing, rus-
sia has only 710 members 
while its closest neighbour, 
the relatively small finland, 
has 969. 

the problem, it appears, 
is due to the poor standard 
of english language among 
its engineers, students and 
teachers.

in the former soviet 
union, english was not 
generally taught in schools 
or technical universities. 
All literature was provided 
exclusively in russian. eng-
lish was not considered to 
be useful in engineering 
practice, and soviet engi-
neers were actively discour-
aged from establishing in-
ternational contacts.

Modern russia has 
witnessed much progress 
in free global communica-
tions but learning english 
has only recently become 

obligatory within the educa-
tional curriculum. By con-
trast, in central and eastern 
europe, three out of every 
four school pupils already 
study the language.

since lack of english 
is perceived as a barrier to 
ieee expansion, it is appro-
priate that the ieee should 
furnish its region 8 volun-
teers with a solution.

The project
tep will arrange technical 
tutorials in electrical engi-
neering over the course of 
one semester. to reduce 
costs, local trainers may 
be employed – not profes-
sional english teachers but 
local ieee volunteers such 
as professors in electrical 
engineering, simply be-
cause of the profession’s 
highly technical language.

At the end of the se-
mester, a visiting speaker 
from the ieee Distin-
guished Lecturer program 
will provide a short one- or 
two-day tutorial in electri-
cal engineering. After this 
tutorial, every attendee 
must make an effort to 
deliver a presentation in 
english at a local seminar 
or a conference.

An ieee certificate 
with the region Director 
signature will complete the 
training. furthermore, the 
best two to six students will 
be awarded a year’s ieee 
student membership free 
of charge. one student will 
be given a grant to present 
a paper at any ieee confer-
ence in region 8.

tep deserves to be a 
powerful tool for ieee vol-
unteers in developing coun-
tries. it should increase 
ieee membership and 
speed up their inclusion 
within a truly worldwide 
organisation.

Alexander Mikerov
Russia Northwest Section

a.mikerov@ieee.org

Technical English 
project prepares for 
September launch

to succeeD in today’s com-
petitive globalised markets, 
more and more companies 
rely on international stand-
ards in the whole process of 
product planning, develop-
ment, marketing, sales and 
management. the technical 
and economic benefits of 
standards have been recog-
nised by industry and govern-
ments.

 on 23 february, Dr re-
naud Di francesco, head of 
sony’s european technol-
ogy standards office, gave 
a talk at university college 
London (uK) on standardi-
sation: An introduction to 
practical standardisation for 
engineers. in this talk, re-
naud analysed the need for 
standards from an industry 
perspective, introduced the 
mechanisms, methodologies 
and processes of standardisa-
tion, and summarised the dif-
ferent ways that companies, 
universities, regulators, gov-
ernments and other technical 
institutions can contribute to 
standards.  

the next day, Dr Liwen 
he from British telecom 
discussed the security chal-
lenges associated with mod-
ern telecom and network 
carriers, in a lecture entitle 
network security: stand-
ards, challenges and Appli-
cations. he highlighted the 
most recent developments in 
telecom and network security 
standards from itu sG 17 
and ietf opsec WG.

Liwen has recently joined 
the ieee communications 
and information security 
technical committee, and is 
very active in telecom securi-
ty standard bodies including 
itu study group 17 and the 

Sony and BT speak 
on standardisation

Renaud Di 
Francesco gives 
an introduction 
to practical 
standardisation 
for engineers.

ietf opsec working group.
for more information 

about ieee standards, ieee 
industry standards and 
technology organisation 
(isto), ieee’s collaboration 
with iec, iso, itu and other 
standards bodies, and how to 
participate in from standards 
development, please visit 
standards.ieee.org.

Yang Yang
R8 Standards Coordinator

YangYang@ieee.org

the Joint Mtt/Ap/eD chap-
ter of ieee czechoslovakia 
section associates more than 
70 ieee members interested 
in the field of microwaves, an-
tennas and propagation, and 
electron devices in the czechin the czech 
republic and slovakia.

the chapter co-operates 
with many czech and slovak 
universities, institutes and 
technical organisations. its 
main mission is to provide 
its members and the techni-
cal community at large with 
information on the latest 
developments in the field, 
establish international con-
tacts, support students and 
promote ieee membership.

the chapter hosts lec-
tures and has organised many 
international and regional 
scientific conferences. it has 
also initiated several student 
competitions.

Pavel Hazdra, Chair
www.ieee.cz/mtt/ 

mttapede.html

Czech update

this YeAr, ieee portugal 
section is celebrating his 
25th anniversary.

one important recent 
success has been to reac-
tivate the Joint ie/peL/iAs 
chapter, which had closed 
in 2003 after is founder and 
chair, castro simas, passed 
away. Additionally, six new 
chapters have been created: 
communications, computa-
tional intelligence, compu-
ter, education, robotics and 
Automation, and vehicular 
technology.

the communications 
and robotics and Automa-

tion chapters have already 
organised technical meetings 
with distinguished lecturers 
Bixio rimoldi and Daniela 
rus respectively.

recent conferences 
and symposia organised by 
the section have included 
a Workshop on integrated 
nonlinear Microwave and 
Millimetre-wave circuits 
at the end of January, and 
rec2006 in february.

J Costa Freire, Chair
www.ieee-pt.or

Portugal Section 
celebrates 25 years

Attendees at the RAS 
Chapter kick-off meeting 
(above) give Prof Daniela Rus 
(right) a warm reception.

mailto:a.mikerov@ieee.org
mailto:YangYang@ieee.org
http://www.ieee.cz/mtt/mttapede.html
http://www.ieee-pt.or
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since BeinG established 
in 2002, the ieee romania 
pes chapter has been con-
stantly involved in numerous 
challenging and highly visible 
activities. for its efforts, it 
won the runner-up position 
in 2004’s ieee power engi-
neering society’s outstand-
ing small chapter Award.

this year started with a 
visit by prof Alberto Berizzi 
from politecnico di Milano 
(italy) at university politeh-
nica of Bucharest, on 16–18 
January. After seeing the ro-
manian national Dispatching 
centre and some laboratories 
within the power systems 
Department, prof Berizzi 
presented a lecture on the 
italian Blackout, sunday 28 
september 2003.

the underlying theme of 
the lecture was the growth in 
demand for electrical energy 
and how the introduction of 
an electricity market repre-
sents increasing challenges 

Milan’s Berizzi visits 
Romania PES Chapter

Prof Alberto Berizzi (centre, with papers) at the Politehnica.

ALL AreAs of technical 
activities in region 8 have 
been very productive and 
made significant achieve-
ments in 2005. here are 
some of the highlights of 
last year.

Conference 
Coordination 
eurocon 2005, held on 
21–24 november 2005 in 
Belgrade, was extremely 
successful, with over 400 
papers and over 500 at-
tendees. After the confer-
ences in Ljubljana (2003) 
and Belgrade (2005), eu-
rocon has become an 
important and stable event. 
in the future, we intend to 
organise additional events 
in conjunction with it, such 
as chapter chair Meetings 
of specific societies (e.g. 
education).

Chapter 
Coordination 
the number of chapters 
has exceeded 400 and 
most of them are decisively 
active. the chapter of the 
Year contest has grown into 
quite a significant event. it 
should be noted, though, 
that certain chapters fail to 
report regularly on their ac-
tivities and have therefore 
been placed on the list of 
inactive chapters.

Industry Relations
the preparation of the iro 
Guide has been completed, 
and we have seen the con-
solidation of a very strong 
team devising major plans 
for future activities. 

Education & 
Accreditation 
(EASC) 
this year, apart from regu-
lar subcommittee activi-
ties, several new e-s chap-
ters have been formed as 
a result of eAsc activity, 
which opens new possibili-
ties in terms of education 
activities.  A Memoran-
dum of understanding has 
been signed between ieee 
r8 Director and eAeeie 
(european Association for 
education in electrical and 
information engineering),  
which creates opportuni-
ties for wider future coop-
eration.

Standards  
promotion and participation 
in the conference stand-
ards for Global Business, 
held on 26–27 september 
2005 in Munich, were 
aimed at increasing r8 par-
ticipation in the standards 
development process.

2006 Chairs and 
Co-ordinators
industry relations: rahmi  
Mushcab (saudi Arabia)
standards coordinator: 
Yang Yang (uK)
conference coordination: 
peter farkas (slovakia)
chapter coordination: nino 
stojadinovic (serbia)
education & Accredita-
tion: victor fouad hanna 
(france)

Prof Jozef Modelski
Vice Chair

Technical Activities   
http://ewh.ieee.org/reg/8/
technical_activities.html

Region 8 report on 
Technical Activities

UAE Section hits a high 
profile at POWER-GEN

for control centre operators. 
An overview of the blackout 
itself was presented together 
with the sequence of events, 
including the evolution of 
frequency instability, actions 
taken and some analysis of 
root causes. 

there are many lessons 
learned from blackouts world-
wide, and we conclude that 
the power systems needs 

more advances in technol-
ogy in order to avoid huge 
damages reflected by loss of 
human lives and money.

the presentation was 
well-attended by more than 
70 engineers, members of 
the academic staff and facul-
ty, and electrical engineering 
students from politehnica.

Mircea Eremia, Chair
IEEE Romania PES Chapter

the poWer-Gen Middle 
east conference and exhibi-
tion took place at Abu Dhabi 
on 30 January – 1 february. 
this year’s event focused on 
power generation, and trans-
mission and distribution.

ieee uAe section and its 

Women in engineering (Wie) 
group enjoyed a high profile 
at the event thanks to spon-
sorship from the Abu Dhabi 
Water & electricity Author-
ity (ADWeA). the section’s 
societies, chapters, student 
Branches, Wie and GoLD 

were represented by active 
volunteers from the petro-
leum institute in Abu Dhabi. 
eesa Al suwaidi, Dr Lisa La-
mont, Dr Majid Bostan and 
naji Al Musabi joined student 
volunteers to welcome visi-
tors at the ieee uAe stand, 
introducing them to the ieee 
and explaining the section’s 
activities.

under the partronage 
of his highness sheikh 
Diab Bin Zayed AL nahyan, 
poWer-Gen Middle east is 
the largest power exhibition 
in the region, with a lecture 
schedule of more than 60 
presentations.

A hard-working team of volunteers publicises the benefits of IEEE membership.

AL-BALQA’ AppLieD univer-
sity had a stand at Jieeec 
2006 (6th Jordanian interna-
tional electrical & electronics 
conference), held under the 
patronage of the prime min-
ister of Jordan.

Wieoc (Women in engi-
neering orientation confer-
ence) was held on 11 March 

2006 with the participation 
of our committee members 
and other Branches in Jor-
dan, female professors and 
engineers in our university.

for a full report from BAu 
and information on its recent 
activities, go to the Region 8 
News website.

www.ieee.org/r8

BAU packs a busy schedule

http://ewh.ieee.org/reg/8/technical_activities.html
http://ewh.ieee.org/reg/8/technical_activities.html
http://www.ieee.org/r8
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GOLD is 10 years old!
the ieee Graduates of the Last Decade 
(GoLD) programme is now a decade old. the 
programme was first launched back in April 
1996, so 2006 marks an important milestone 
in its longevity.

A region 8 GoLD team meeting took 
place on 13–14 May in Munich (Germany). 
the idea was to get GoLD team leaders 
together, discuss our experiences and chal-
lenges, exchange best practices, and distrib-
ute presentations for local use. We will report 
on this event next issue.

region 8 is renowned for its many ex-
cellent student activities, and the student 
Branch congress has become a popular tradi-
tion with students, held every two years. At 
these events, student Branch leaders and 

volunteers meet to exchange ideas, network 
and learn—and to have fun.

in 2002, the meeting was extended to a 
student Branch/GoLD congress in cairo for 
the first time. this was successfully contin-
ued with the 2004 student Branch/GoLD 
congress in passau, Germany. this year, the 
third joint event will include our region 8 Wie 
group and will be held on 31 August – 3 sep-
tember 2006 in paris (france). the congress 
will be organised by the r8 sAc chair, Marco 
Delimar, and his team, together with myself 
and with the support of the local student 
Branch and GoLD volunteers from the uni-
versity of paris and ieee french section.

Rolf Remshardt 
Region 8 GOLD Coordinator 2006

ieee GoLD was initiated 10 
years ago with goals to equip 
and provide networking op-
portunities for the recent 
graduates and young mem-
bers so that your journey in 
the unfamiliar environment 
can be less arduous and 
more fulfilling. 

Many who proceeded 
to learn more about ieee 
eventually found value in 
the membership. those who 
took steps to volunteer in the 
institute discovered that vol-
unteering refined their inter-
personal skills and enlarged 
their capabilities. All these 
indirectly bolstered career 
advancement.

nine affinity groups were 
established in the region 
in 2005 alone. so far, that 
was the highest single-year 
growth ever achieved in all 
regions. Well done! 

r8 GoLD activities have 
also gained momentum and 
vibrancy. A number of new 
initiatives are being consid-
ered. i attribute these to the 
strong leadership and persist-
ence of rolf remshardt (r8 
GoLD coordinator & past r8 
Director). i encourage rolf 
to continue this good work 
in 2006, and others to learn 
from the examples that he 
has set for future r8 GoLD 
activities. 

GoLD (rAB) commit-
tee 2006 held its annual 
meeting in san francisco on 

Volunteering aids promotion
10–12 March. one outcome 
is the planned launch of three 
activities that bring immedi-
ate value to GoLD members 
worldwide:
IEEE mentoring
using this programme, GoLD 
hopes to match young mem-
bers to seasoned profes-
sionals who will then act as 
mentors. this program was 
piloted in region 1, 2 and 3 
in 2005, and the results are 
positive. We are evaluating 
this program and expect to 
launch it to all regions within 
this year. 
GOLD Online seminar
We launched internation-
ally the first one-hour online 
seminar in December 2005 

on the topic Networking: 
How Young Engineers Can 
Open Doors To More Oppor-
tunities! 

the recorded session is 
available on the ieee GoLD 
website (www.ieee.org/gold). 
A second seminar, on the 
topic of financial planning, 
should be available by the 
time you read this.
Expert Now Tutorial
GoLD is working with carl 
selinger, the author of Stuff 
You Didn’t Learn in Engi-
neering School, to develop a 
one-hour online tutorial. We 
expect samples of this tuto-
rial to be ready in 2006. 

Darrel Sau-Foong CHONG
Chair, Region 8 GOLD

ieee croAtiA section GoLD 
Affinity Group organised a 
talk entitled: Writing CC Sci-
entific Papers – Experiences 
and Recommendations. it 
was presented by Zvonimir 
sipus, associate professor 
from the faculty of electri-
cal engineering and com-
puting, university of Zagreb 
(croatia). 

the event took place at 
the congress centre at the 
university of Zagreb on 20 
December 2005.

A video link was estab-

lished between Zagreb and 
rijeka during this presenta-
tion. More than 80 people 
attended in Zagreb, with 10 
people watching at the facul-
ty of engineering, university 
of rijeka.

www.ieee-croatia-gold.org

Croatia GOLD learns 
the art of papers

Egypt
GoLD in egypt is planning 
to hold the first Manage-
ment conference 2006 in 
the last week of June, to 
increase the social aware-
ness about management 
and planning. We will also 
be involved in the 5th 
egyptian engineering Day 
(eeD 2006), the annual 
gathering of the egyptian 
engineering community 
which brings together 
electrical, electronic, com-
munications, computer and 
mechanical engineers.

the GoLD team will be 
running the Made in egypt 
competition again this 
year, under the auspices 
of the minister for trade 
and industry, the minister 
for higher education and 
scientific research, and 
the minister of state for 
Administrative Develop-
ment.

in the second future 
city competition, middle 
school students create cit-
ies of tomorrow, on comput-
ers and three-dimensional 
models. We have found 
this competition introduces 
many young people to the 
profession of engineering.

four issues of egypt 
GoLD Magazine will be 
published during 2006, 
sent in both Arabic and 
english to all ieee egypt 
members.

www.ieee-egyptgold.com

Saudi Arabia
the ieee GoLD Affinity 
Group of the saudi Ara-
bia section was officially 
founded on 22 May 2005, 
and has been highly active 
since. the GoLD AG at-
tended with saudi Arabia 
section as the GoLD repre-
sentative at sections con-
gress 2005 at tampa.

the GoLD vice chair 
was also assigned to repre-
sent ieee GoLD and King 
fahd university (KfupM) 
student Branch at King Ab-
dulaziz university (KAAu). 

short presentations about 
GoLD activities and objec-
tives were held by ieee 
student Branch counsel-
lor and ieee GoLD chair 
to introduce GoLD to the 
student Branch at King 
fahd university.

We have also arranged a 
number of visits, including 
one to the saudi toastmas-
ters club at Dhahran, with 
a view to helping future en-
gineers learn communica-
tion and presentation skills. 
We organised a trip to the 
canton fair in Guangzhou 
(china) on 15–20 April, 
which focused on it, elec-
tronics and power distribu-
tion. this trip include a tour 
of the K-mate factory and 
its r&D centre.

www.Saudigold.org

UKRI
uKri GoLD has helped 
organise several events 
already this year. these in-
clude the lectures in feb-
ruary by sony’s renauld Di 
francesco and Bt’s Liwen 
he (see page 7) at univer-
sity college London.

We have also co-organ-
ised the talk on Managing 
Your professional career 
by prof charles turner at 
the university of plymouth 
in March, and another on 
finding a path subject to 
Many Additive Qos con-
straints, by prof Guoliang 
Xue at university college 
London in April.

Poland 
the poLAnD section 
GoLD team was involved 
in the 17th ieee-spie 
symposium on electronics 
and photonics for hep and 
feL experiments, held on 
20-21 January in Warsaw.  
the event was attended by 
around 70 people, and 50 
papers were presented.

extended GoLD reports 
can be read online at Re-
gion 8 News’ website:

www.ieee.org/r8

GOLD activities: 
regional round-up

http://www.ieee.org/gold
http://www.ieee-croatia-gold.org
http://www.ieee-egyptgold.com
http://www.Saudigold.org
http://www.ieee.org/r8
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Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria:  

OAU’s membership drive

heLLo frienDs! the re-
gion 8 student Activities 
committee recently held its 
meeting in vilnius, Lithua-
nia (see photo). this gave 
us a chance to explore the 
beauty of one of the newest 
ieee sections and to review 
the ieee student Activities 
in the region. Beyond any 
doubt, the headlines of the 
ieee student Activities in 
region 8 will be the ieee 
region 8 student Branch 
and GoLD congress in paris 
(August 31 – september 3, 
2006) and the promotion of 
the new Graduate student 
Member grade. 

The SBC
region 8 student volunteers 
will be meeting in paris in 
less then three months. 
the ieee region 8 student 
Branch and GoLD congress 
is by all means the biggest 
and most interesting student 
event in the region. We are 
expecting many guests from 
outside our region and we 
will also be joined by GoLD 
and Wie volunteers. We can 
safely predict that there will 
be some 250 participants at 
the congress, and during the 
four days, the student branch 
leaders will network in work-

shops, training sessions and 
competitions, and enjoy 
many other fun activities 
and interact with other ieee 
volunteers from all over the 
world. for fresh updates, see 
http://ieee.org/sbc2006. 

GSM
By the time you read this, 
Graduate student Members 
will have been identified in 
ieee membership databases 
as a new Member Grade. 
Your 2007 membership card 
will distinguish between the 
two student membership 
grades. this will enable us 
to create better and more 
closely tailored member 
benefits for each. rest as-
sured, the student member-
ship dues remain the same 
for both grades; in fact, we 
are currently developing new 
ideas for subsidising the stu-
dent dues and improving the 
membership benefits. note 
that GsMs will enjoy the 
privileges of both student 
and Member grades.

IEEE Elections
in August and early septem-
ber, Graduate student Mem-
bers will receive their voting 
ballots for the ieee elec-
tions. Among other officers, 

we will be electing the 2007 
president elect, who will be-
come the ieee president in 
2008. this year, region 8 
will have roughly 6,000 new 
voting members. exercising 
your right to vote in the ieee 
elections is very important. 
regional directors, even ieee 
presidents, have been elect-
ed by a very small margin of 
votes, even as few as 20, so 
your vote really counts.

Activate!
there are many ieee benefits 
you can assess only via an 
active student Branch. More 
than 50 student Branches, 
student Branch chapters 
and Affinity Groups were 
founded over the past year 

or so in region 8. equally 
important, many previously 
inactive student Branches 
have sprung back to life. 

Does your university 
have an active ieee student 
branch? if you need ideas 
for your student branch ac-
tivities, i am sure you can 
find many on these pages. 
if you have any questions/
comments, please contact 
us—your r8 student Ac-
tivities team. We are here 
for you, we’ll be glad to help. 
visit us online at http://ieee.
org/r8sac or drop us a line at 
r8sac@ieee.org.

Share!
there is still time to introduce 
your friends to ieee at a 50% 
discount. As soon as they 

join, they can start enjoying 
ieee services. the half-price 
first-year fee of us$12.50 
remains in effect until Au-
gust. Also, for introducing 
your friends to ieee, you get 
a small token of appreciation; 
just make sure your friends 
enter your name and member 
number as their recruiter on 
the online application form. 
for more information see 
http://ieee.org/sgs.

Mailing list
to stay up to date on what is 
happening with region 8 stu-
dent Activities, subscribe to 
the region 8 students mail-
ing list by sending an email to 
listserv@listserv.ieee.org with 
suBscriBe r8stuDents 
in the message body.

till next issue...
Marko Delimar

R8 Student Activities Chair
m.delimar@ieee.org

ieee oAu student Branch 
recently held its first general 
assembly of 2006 on 18 
february. the event, super-
vised by our branch counsel-
lor Dr Mo omoigui, was well 
attended by over 50 students 
drawn from various depart-
ments of the institution. it 
was an exciting session which 
served as a medium to con-
gratulate Dr omoigui on his 

promotion to senior Member 
of ieee (sMieee). 

During the assembly, 
Dr omoigui reiterated the 
importance of joining ieee, 
stating the relevance of the 
organisation to students’ re-
spective careers. he encour-
aged students to become 
members and be active both 
in the local branch and in the 
international community.

BetWeen 1–3 March, the 
first edition of our introducto-
ry Workshops on engineering 
took place. these workshops 
were the result of a joint ef-
fort between the student 
Branch at the university of 
sevilla and other university 
societies with related inter-
ests, including: esiBot, su-
Gus and tir (focusing on 
robotics, free/open source 
software and computer net-
works respectively).

the workshops were ar-
ranged to achieve three ob-
jectives: to show students 
what they will be able to do 
with the knowledge acquired 
during their career, to set 
strong links between the 
different technical societies 

in our university and to get 
spanish ieee sBs together 
to share knowledge and ex-
periences.

the three-day event host-
ed conferences and practical 
workshops by leading compa-
nies, national top researchers 
and students from spanish 
student Branches about 

voip technologies, robotics, 
biomedical engineering, soft-
ware engineering, wireless 
technologies and a lot more. 

it proved a unique and 
very enriching experience 
that we will certainly try to 
repeat next year.

Salvador Gomez Carretero
info@ieeesb.us.es

University of Sevilla, Spain:  

Workshops strengthen links

www.ieee.org/r8sac

Region 8 Student Activities Committee
Marko Delimar, chair, m.delimar@ieee.org
ricardo varela, student representative, phobeo@ieee.org
Michael Gloegl, student Branch coordinator, 
m.gloegl@ieee.org
Basak Yuksel, student news editor, basak@ieee.org
pilar Molina Gaudo, past chair, pimolina@ieee.org
Martin J Bastiaans, student paper contest coordinator, 
m.j.bastiaans@ieee.org

Ricardo, Marco and Michael 
in Vilnius, Lithuania.

http://ieee.org/sbc2006
http://ieee.org/r8sac
http://ieee.org/r8sac
mailto:r8sac@ieee.org
http://ieee.org/sgs
mailto:listserv@listserv.ieee.org
mailto:m.delimar@ieee.org
mailto:info@ieeesb.us.es
http://www.ieee.org/r8sac
mailto:m.delimar@ieee.org
mailto:phobeo@ieee.org
mailto:m.gloegl@ieee.org
mailto:basak@ieee.org
mailto:pimolina@ieee.org
mailto:m.j.bastiaans@ieee.org
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student news

Scientific literacy test
1) there is a small negative correlation 
between death rates per thousand 
people and divorce rates per thousand 
marriages in western turkey. What do 
you think this statement tells us; “more 
Divorce less DeAth”, “no WoMAn 
no crY” or something else? What do 
you think the cause may be? 

2) fill in the blanks with the proper 
words. 
(a) how, (b) science, (c) technology, 
(d) Why.

_______asks the question of _______,  
but _________ concerns with the 
answers of __________.

3) fill in the blanks with the proper 
word. 
(a) confirmation, (b) assumptions,  
(c) approximations, (d) falsification,    
(e) hypotheses

today, the most important criterion of 
the scientific status of a theory is its 
_____________.

4) What do you think is the difference 
between a fact and scientific fact?

5) frequency analysis is one of the 
key issues in the ieee society. never 
forget that once you use computers, 
you move into a non-physical, synthetic 
environment. numerically, discrete or 
fast fourier transformations (Dft or 
fft) are used to obtain the frequency 
contents of a time signal and these are 
totally different from the mathematical 
definition of the fourier transform. 

n samples of a time signal recorded 
during a finite duration of t with a 
sampling period of Δt (n=t/Δt) can 
be transformed into n samples in the 
frequency domain between –fmax and 
+fmax. 

Which one is true?

(a) fmax=1/2Δt, Δf=1/t 
(b) Δt=t/n, Δf=1/2t 
(c) Δt=1/2fmax, Δf=1/Δt 
(d) Δt=1/nΔf, t=1/nΔf

Tomsk Student Branch, Russia:  

Tomsk bowled over 
by SIBCON success
the 6th ieee siberian 
conference on control and 
communications siBcon 
was held on 21–22 october 
2005 in tomsk (russia). the 
event was organised by the 
tomsk student Branch and 
GoLD Affinity Group of the 
ieee siberia section, and 
sponsored by the russian 
foundation for Basic re-
search and ieee.

topics included Mathe-
matical simulation and Mod-
elling in Modern technologies 
of control and information 
processing; the Basic prob-
lems of communication and 

control theory, cryptology; 
and Digital video and image 
processing. there was also a 
special session on Materials 
for electron Devices and X-
ray Detectors.

the technical programme 
consisted of the paper pres-
entation and discussions, and 
the social programme includ-
ed an excursion, a banquet 
and bowling. We cordially in-
vite you and your colleagues 
to the next siBcon in 2007. 
our call for papers is at www.
comsoc.org/tomsk.

Oleg Stukach
tomsk@ieee.org

AALBorG universitY, 
Denmark, hosted an event 
that officially launched the 
ieee student Branch of Aal-
borg university on  8 febru-
ary. the election of the first 
executive committee took 
place later that day. More 
than 40 members of the 
month-old student Branch 
participated in the voting.

now approved by ieee, 
the student Branch has 
begun organising events for 

its members and the overall 
academia. the main goals of 
the branch are to establish 
a communication bridge be-
tween the ieee and students 
in Aalborg university, and 
provide a study platform and 
to create good collaboration 
between our members and 
the industry.

More details can be found 
at http://ieee.aau.dk/sb.

Daniel VP Figueiredo 
 dvpf@kom.aau.dk

Aalborg University, Denmark:  

Student Branch launched

please send your answers by email with 
the subject line: R8 News June Quiz

the articles here represent a tiny selection of the very large 
number of excellent student Branch reports we received 
for this issue. You can read the rest online at our new 
Region 8 News webpage at www.ieee.org/r8.

by Levent Sevgi of Dogus University, IstanbulLevent Sevgi of Dogus University, Istanbul 
(lsevgi@dogus.edu.tr)

Answers to last issue’s literacy quiz
(see Region 8 News March 2006 page 10 for the questions, or find them on our webpage)

1. Method: Any way of problem solving, 
scientific method: the way of problem 
solving which possesses the criteria 
of objectivity, systematicity, reliability, 
repeatability, comprehensiveness, preci-
sion, and which applies falsification in the 
first place.

2. Match the words and explanations: 
rationalism: understand or derive a con-
clusion from rational thoughts alone. 
empiricism: understand or derive a con-
clusion from a careful observation. 
hypothesis: A scientific claim which is to 
be subjected empirical tests. 
Law: A scientific statement which is 
believed to be true beyond any reasonable 
doubt. 
induction: Arrival of a law or a theory, 
based on the facts gained from experi-
ments. 

3. Match the words and explanations: 
Accuracy: closeness of agreement 
between a measured/computed value and 
a true value. 
resolution: smallest physically indicated 
division that an instrument displays or is 
marked. 
sensitivity: A small change in electrical / 
physical signals ratio. 
precision: fluctuations in the values of a 

physical quantity obtained by repeated 
measurements. 
uncertainty: potential deficiency due to a 
lack of information.

4. Match the words for ‘unethical con-
duct’ in scientific publication: 
fabrication: to produce, report or publish 
data, which are not obtained in the 
research.   
falsification: to make alterations on 
research data in a manner leading to dif-
ferent results.   
plagiarism: to use someone else’s ideas, 
data, or texts without giving appropriate 
credit, including reference, permission 
and acknowledgment.   
Duplication: to publish (or submit) the 
same research results in more than one 
journal.  

5. it might be any value between 16.7 
– 17.9 % last year, and 15.8 – 17.0 % 
this year. therefore we can not commend 
on either it is decreasing or increasing. 

 6. total relative error is the sum of 
individual relative errors for multiplica-
tive combination of two measurements: 
Distance = 80× 5 = 40. Distance error 
=40×( (0.05/5)+(0.5/80)). total distance 
= Distance plus/minus Distance error

http://www.comsoc.org/tomsk
http://www.comsoc.org/tomsk
mailto:tomsk@ieee.org
http://ieee.aau.dk/sb
mailto:dvpf@kom.aau.dk
http://www.ieee.org/r8
mailto:lsevgi@dogus.edu.tr
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future events

JUNE
Roedunet 2006
5th roedunet ieee 
international conference 
2006
sibiu, romania
1–3 June 2006
roedu2006.ulbsibiu.ro

ELMAR-2006
48th international 
symposium on Multimedia 
signal processing and 
communications
Zadar, croatia
7–10 June 2006
www.elmar-zadar.org

CAMAD 2006
computer Aided 
Modeling and Design of 
communication Links and 
networks
trento, italy
8–9 June 2006
dit.unitn.it/~camad06

ICC 2006
2006 ieee international 
conference on 
communications
istanbul, turkey
11–15 June 2006
www.icc2006.org

PMAPS2006
9th international 
conference on 
probabilistic Methods 
Applied to power systems
royal institute of 
technology (Kth), 
stockholm, sweden
11–15 June 2006 
www.PMAPS2006.org

RAAD 2006
15th international 
Workshop on robotics in 
Alpe-Adria-Danube region
Balatonfüred, Lake 
Balaton, hungary
15–17 June 2006
www.bmf.hu/conferences/
raad2006

AHS-2006
1st conference on 
Adaptive hardware and 
systems
istanbul, turkey
16–18 June 2006
ehw.jpl.nasa.gov/events/
ahs2006

EMBS Summer 
School
7th ieee eMBs 
international summer 
school on Biomedical 
imaging
Berder, france 
17–25 June 2006
ieeess.enst-bretagne.fr

PARA 06
Workshop on state-of-
the-art in scientific and 
parallel computing
umea, sweden
18–21 June 2006
www.hpc2n.umu.se/ 
para06

ISCC 2006
11th ieee symposium 
on computers and 
communications
pula-cagliari, sardinia, 
italy
26–29 June 2006
www.comsoc.org/iscc/2006

ICPS06
ieee international 
conference on pervasive 
services
Lyon, france
26–29 June 2006
www.ens-lyon.fr/LIP/RESO/
icps2006

BIOSIGNAL 2006
18th Biennial international 
eurAsip conference
Brno, czech republic
28–30 June 2006
bs2006@feec.vutbr.cz
www.dbme.feec.vutbr.
cz/bs2006.html

TESLA 2006
international scientific and 
professional Meeting: the 
Life & Work of nikola tesla
Zagreb, croatia
28–29 June 2006
www.hatz.hr/TESLA

REV2006
3rd international 
symposium, remote 
engineering & virtual 
instrumentation
Maribor, slovenia
29–30 June 2006
www.online-lab.net/rev

ISCE 2006
10th ieee international 
symposium on consumer 
electronics
st petersburg, russia
29 June – 1 July 2006
www.isce2006.ru

JULY
DEBS’06
5th international Workshop 
on Distributed event-
Based systems
Lisbon, portugal
2–3 July 2006
www.cs.waikato.ac.nz/
~hinze/DEBS2006

WSEAS 2006
10th WseAs international 
conference on 
communications
vouliagmeni, Athens, 
Greece
13–15 July 2006
worldses.org/conferences/ 
2006/greece/iccom

MEDSIP-2006
3rd international 
conference on Advances 
in Medical signal and 
information processing
Glasgow, scotland
17–19 July 2006
conferences.iee.org/medsip

SAMOS 2006
2006 international 
conference on embedded 
computer systems: 
Architectures, Modeling 
and simulation
samos, Greece
17–20 July 2006
samos.et.tudelft.nl/
samos_vi

AUGUST
EPE-PEMC 2006
12th international power 
electronics and Motion 
control conference
portoroz, slovenia
30 Aug – 1 sep 2006
www.ro.feri.uni-mb.si/
epe-pemc2006

SEPTEMBER
ICEM 2006 
17th international 
conference on electrical 
Machines
chania, crete island, 
Greece 
2–5 september 2006
www.ntua.gr/ICEM2006

UPEC 2006
41st international 
universities power 
engineering conference
northumbria university, 
newcastle-upon-tyne, uK
6–8 september 2006
www.upec2006.or

ECWT 2006
european conference on 
Wireless technology
Manchester, uK
10–12 september 2006
www.eumw2006.com

IWSSC 2006
2nd international 
Workshop on satellite and 
space communications
Leganes-Madrid, spain
14–15 september 2006
iwssc2006.tsc.uc3m.es

PWC 2006
11th ifip international 
conference on personal 
Wireless communications
Albacete, spain
20–22 september 2006
www.i3a.uclm.es/pwc06

eChallenges e-2006 
Barcelona, spain
25–27 october 2006
www.eChallenges.org

7th World TPV 
Conference 
thermophotovoltaic 
Generation of electricity
el escorial, Madrid, spain
25–27 september 2006
www.ies.upm.es/TPV7/
index.html

ICL2006
9th international 
conference on interactive 
computer aided Learning
villach, Austria
27–29 september 2006
www.icl-conference.org

OCTOBER
VALUETOOLS 2006
first international 
conference on 
performance evaluation 
Methodologies and tools
pisa, italy
12–14 october 2006
www.valuetools.org

ITRE 2006
4th ieee international 
conference on 
information technology: 
research and education
tel Aviv, israel
16–19 october 2006
www.afeka.ac.il/itre2006

NOVEMBER
IECON’06
32nd Annual conference 
of the ieee industrial 
electronics society
paris, france
7–10 november 2006
www.iecon06.iut-amiens.
fr

Electricity 2006
24th ieee conference in 
israel
incorporating: ccnsi 06
consumer 
communications and 
networking symposium 
2006
eliat, israel
15–17 november 2006
www.eng.tau.ac.il/~ieee/
events.html

DECEMBER
eScience 2006
2nd ieee international 
conference on e-science 
and Grid computing
Amsterdam, netherlands
4–6 December 2006
www.escience-meeting.
org/eScience2006

APRIL 07
ICDE 2007
23rd international 
conference on Data 
engineering
istanbul, turkey
16–20 April 2007
www.srdc.metu.edu.
tr/webpage/icde

Reminder calendar Workshops, conferences & symposia in Region 8

Note to Organisers the editor receives hundreds of notices about conferences. only ieee co-sponsored conference/workshop in region 8 are eligible for free publicity here. send details 
as a plain text message to r8news@ieee.org, putting ‘R8 News CALENDAR’ in your subject line and using the format used here.

http://www.elmar-zadar.org
http://www.icc2006.org
http://www.PMAPS2006.org
http://www.bmf.hu/conferences/raad2006
http://www.bmf.hu/conferences/raad2006
http://www.hpc2n.umu.se/para06
http://www.comsoc.org/iscc/2006
http://www.ens-lyon.fr/LIP/RESO/icps2006
http://www.ens-lyon.fr/LIP/RESO/icps2006
mailto:bs2006@feec.vutbr.cz
http://www.dbme.feec.vutbr.cz/bs2006.html
http://www.dbme.feec.vutbr.cz/bs2006.html
http://www.hatz.hr/TESLA
http://www.online-lab.net/rev
http://www.isce2006.ruJULY
http://www.cs.waikato.ac.nz/~hinze/DEBS2006
http://www.cs.waikato.ac.nz/~hinze/DEBS2006
http://www.ro.feri.uni-mb.si/epe-pemc2006
http://www.ntua.gr/ICEM2006
http://www.upec2006.or
http://www.eumw2006.com
http://www.i3a.uclm.es/pwc06
http://www.eChallenges.org
http://www.ies.upm.es/TPV7/index.html
http://www.ies.upm.es/TPV7/index.html
http://www.icl-conference.orgOCTOBER
http://www.valuetools.org
http://www.afeka.ac.il/itre2006
http://www.iecon06.iut-amiens.fr
http://www.iecon06.iut-amiens.fr
http://www.eng.tau.ac.il/~ieee/events.html
http://www.eng.tau.ac.il/~ieee/events.htmlDECEMBER
http://www.escience-meeting.org/eScience2006
http://www.escience-meeting.org/eScience2006APRIL
http://www.srdc.metu.edu.tr/webpage/icde
http://www.srdc.metu.edu.tr/webpage/icde
mailto:r8news@ieee.org
http://worldses.org/conferences/2006/greece/iccom
http://conferences.ieee.org/medsip
http://samos.et.tudelft.nl/samos_vi
http://ieeess.enst-bretagne.fr
http://roedu2006ulbsibiu.ro
http://dit.unitn.it/~camad06
htp://ehw.jpl.nasa.gov/events/ahs2006

	Region News
	Lithuania Section hosts Region 8 committee
	Liège students tour local Space Centre
	Guðbjörnsson wins engineer of the year
	Hamburg harbour provides perfect setting for transport conference
	Plans are already under way for ICC 2007
	Arrange a workshop for your next event
	IEEE-GCC Bahrain event promises future prosperity
	TV and radio celebration in Croatia
	Ben Franklin House update
	Apply to VCF for IEEE Region 8 travel funding
	in brief

	Editorial & contacts
	Changes ahead at R8N
	Region 8 Nominations and Appointments Committee
	REGION 8 OPERATING COMMITTEE
	EMAIL ADDRESSES OF REGION 8 COMMITTEE OFFICERS 2006

	Section News
	Athens hosts annual Section assembly
	Sweden updates site
	EMB Chapter offers help
	Social Gathering for Bahrain Section
	WIE to make its debut at this year’s SB/GOLD Congress
	in brief
	IEEE Fellows in Region 8
	Sony and BT speak on standardisation
	Portugal Section celebrates 25 years
	Czech update
	Technical English project prepares for September launch
	Region 8 report on Technical Activities
	Milan’s Berizzi visits Romania PES Chapter
	UAE Section hits a high profile at POWER-GEN
	BAU packs a busy schedule

	GOLD News
	GOLD is 10 years old!
	Volunteering aids promotion
	Croatia GOLD learns the art of papers
	GOLD activities: regional round-up

	Student News
	Message from the Chair
	Region 8 Student Activities Committee
	Workshops strengthen links
	OAU's membership drive
	Tomsk bowled over by SIBCON success
	Student Branch launched

	Quiz
	Scientific literacy test
	Answers to last issue’s literacy quiz

	Reminder calendar

