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On November 6, 2024, IEEE Benelux and Germany hosted a mini-conference at the 

University of Hasselt, Belgium, bringing together 52 participants and 5 speakers from 

Belgium, the Netherlands, and Germany to discuss the groundbreaking Einstein 

Telescope project. This ambitious initiative aims to revolutionize gravitational wave 

astronomy through unprecedented sensitivity in detecting ripples in spacetime. The 

event highlighted the technological, scientific, and cross-border collaboration driving 

this endeavor. 

The Einstein Telescope, a planned underground detector, will feature three 10-

kilometer-long tunnels at a depth of 250-300 meters, making it a marvel of 

engineering and international cooperation. The conference program delved into both 

the scientific foundations and technological challenges of the project. Dr. Hans Plets 

(FWO, Belgium) opened with an overview of gravitational wave astronomy, 

emphasizing its role in understanding cosmic events like black hole collisions and the 

early universe. Dr. Janis Woehler (Maastricht University, Netherlands) introduced the 

ETpathfinder, a critical test facility for developing the telescope's technology. 

Prof. Dr. Achim Stahl (RWTH Aachen, Germany) explored the precision infrastructure 

required for the telescope, while Dr. ir. Jürgen Van Gorp (FWO, Belgium) captivated 

engineers with his detailed discussion on precision sensors and electronic signal 

processing. Dr. ir. Maxime Corvilain (POM Limburg, Belgium) highlighted the project's 

valorization potential, showcasing how its technologies could extend beyond 

astronomy. 

The event underscored the power of international collaboration and innovation, 

inspiring participants with the promise of the Einstein Telescope to expand our 

understanding of the universe and drive technological advancements. Attendees left 

with a deeper appreciation for this transformative project, which continues to inspire 

engineers and scientists across borders. 

 


